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PARTY AND STATE 


SPROUTS OF CAPITALISM IN FEUDAL PERIOD REVIEWED 
Beijing LISHI YANJIU [HISTORICAL RESEARCH] in Chinese No 4, 15 Aug 81 pp 126-138 


[Article by Fang Xing [2455 5887]: "Economic Structure of China's Feudal Society 
and the Sprouts of Capitalism"] 


[Excerpts] Productive forces in China's feudal society for a period of time under- 
went fairly rapid development. Under the impact of these productive forces, there 
was a transition from the feudal economy to the landlord economy. Purchase and sale 
of land took place fairly early, and a large united empire with all powers concen- 
trated in the central government also appeared early. After a long process of de- 
velopment, China's feudal society became a typical society with a highly matured 
feudal system. In the course of this development, small agriculture and household 
handicrafts became solidly integrated; and small local markets in both urban and 
rurai areas could be seen everywhere. The "trinity” of landlords, merchants, and 
userers formed a series of unique internal structures for production, circulation, 
and distribution. As Marx pointed out, "The Economic structure of capitalist society 
has grown out of the economic structure of feudal society. The dissolution of the 
latter set free the elements of the former." ("Das Kapital" Vol 1, p 783) "To what 
extent it [the development of commodity economy] brings about a dissolution of the 
old mode of production depends on its solidity and internal structure." ("Das Kap- 
ital" Vol 3, p 371) This article will attempt to make a preliminary study on the 
causes of the slow growth of capitalist sprouts, or the prolonged existence of fue- 
dal society in China, beginning with the internal structure and the solidarity of 
China's feudal economy. 


I. A Solid Integration of Small Agriculture and Household Handicrafts in 
Production 


Small-scale peasant economy in the feudal society of China was carried out by peas- 
ants of two different types according to the regulations and restrictions of the . 
landlord economy: those who rented their land and those who owned their land. In 
this small peasant economy, each household became a basic production unit of the 
society and carried on simple reproduction year after year. These peasants were en- 
gaged in not only agriculture but also handicrafts, thus closely combining the pro- 
duction of both food and clothing, or grain and textile products--which were two 
important items in the national economy and people's daily life--in the household. 
This was exactly what the old saying "Men plow and women weave" described. The com- 
bination of small agriculture and handicrafts under the landlord economic system was 
the basic structure of production in the feudal society of China. 

















Though similar to the serfs in Europe, Chinese peasants enjoyed the right of private 
possession in an economy based on a combination of agriculture and handicraft. Chi- 
nese small peasant economy also had some special features of its own. Tenant peas- 
ants in China had more personal freedom than the serfs in Europe did, and their 
right of private possession indicated greater independence than that of the European 
serfs. The rent in kind, long popular in China, was different from labor rent in 
Europe. Thus, the peasant "has more room for action to gain time for surplus-iabor 
whose product shall belong to himself.” ("Das Kapital" Vol 3, p 896) In the Ming 
Dynasty and particularly in the Qing Dynasty, the percentage-drawing system in pay- 
ment of rent had mostly been replaced by that of a fixed rent. This change in the 
relations of production further strengthened the independence of the peasants’ 
private-possession economy. As we know, commodity economy is "a very Eden of the 
innate rights of man. There alone rule Freedom, Equality, Property and Bentham." 
("Das Kapital" Vol 1, p 199) Commodity economy is absolutely necessary, aside from 
developing capitalism. In China, the dependency of the tenant peasants was rather 
loose. They hed rights of possession over their products and more room to manage 
their own production. These advantages helped them develop commodity production in 
the private-possession economy. However, Chinese tenant peasants had less economic 
protection than that of the serfs in Europe. These serfs were secure in their own 
land. It is true that they could not leave their land at will, but the feudal lords 
could not rob them of it either. Chinese tenant peasants did not have a permanent 
claim on the landlord's land, because of competition from prospective tenants among 
the peasants, i.e., they needed to be able to pay more in advance before they could 
be sure to rent the land. More means of production meant a better opportunity of 
survival. Peasants who owned their land were quite numerous across the country in 
the Ming and Qing Dynasties, although they were more highly concentrated in some 
places. They were unrestricted by rent, enjoyed greater freedom in planting, and 
could more easily include handicrafts as part of their occupation. There were cer- 
tain innate elements of commodity production in China's small peasant economy, which 
was therefore far more adaptable to the development of commodity economy than the 
serf economy was in Europe. 


During the Ming and Jing Dynasties, the peasants planted their own food crops and 
weaved their own cloths. The self-sufficiency of a small peasant economy in which 
farming was combined with weaving was then markedly predominant in the entire social 
economy. Along with the development of productive forces in agriculture and the 
commodity economy, however, there also were corresponding developments in other eco- 
nomic crops such as cotton, cocoon, tobacco, sugarcane, tea, peanuts, broad beans, 
and fruits; and the varieties of agricultural products continued to increase. At 
the same time, the production of cotton and silk fabrics, paper, sugar, oil, mat, 
porcelain, and other goods processed from agricultural products and agricultural 
sideline products developed, and the varieties of household handicraft products 
gradually increased. Many peasants, with either agriculture or household handi- 
crafts as their main concern, had already allotted part of their productive capac- 
ity for the production of small commodities. Thus, there was a combination of com- 
mercial agriculture and commercial handicrafts, as shown by the cotton cloth peas- 
ants engaged in weaving, the sugarcane peasants engaged in sugar-extracting, and so 
forth. The integration of self-sufficient agriculture with commercial handicrafts 
was even more common. This was similar to what Marx particularly mentioned in "Das 
Kapital" about the prevalence of paper-making by peasants as a sideline occupation 
in the 19th century. Again, in the early years of the Qing Dynasty, procelain wares 











were produced in 20 out of approximately 70 prefectures and counties in Shanxi 
Province. These wares were listed as native products in the local chronicles. 

These products were “carried away by itinerant peddlers" "to be sold in various 
localities." (See Li Jixian's [2621 4764 6343] "Notes on Kiln Sites in Local Chron- 
icles and Classic Documents," WENWU ZILIAN CONGKAN [HISTORIC RELICS JOURNAL] Vol 2) 


What should be particularly noted is the production by the peasants of cotton fab- 
rics as a commodity. After the Yuan Dynasty, cotton replaced silk and hemp as the 
principal material for people's clothing. The output of cotton was higher than that 
of hemp or ko-hemp, and its processing was much simpler. With its higher practical 
value, cotton was a more suitable object of labor in the combination of plowing and 
weaving. Thus, cotton planting quickly developed and cotton spinning and weaving 
spread throughout the country. It became an important productive activity second 
only to the growing of grain. Many peasants had more cotton cloth than they needed 
for themselves and gradually produced cotton for the market. The production of cot- 
ton as a commodity was carried out, either in a concentrated or a sporadic way, 
throughout the country. In the Ming Dynasty, the Susong area became the national 
cotton textile center as well as the largest market for cotton cloth as a commodity. 
In the early years of the Qing Dynasty, a number of special cotton production areas 
and markets of various sizes also appeared in Hebei, Shandong, Henan, Hubei, and 
Sichuan Provinces. In the middle of the Qing Dynasty, cotton cloth again became the 
third most important exported good after silk and tea, as well as the most important 
handicraft product. By that time, there were already a few handicraft workers in- 
dependently engaged in cotton cloth production. The peasants, however, produced 
nearly all the cotton cloth required for domestic consumption and export. This was 
a unique economic phenomenon in Chinese as well as foreign history. 


In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the small peasant economy was still under the feudal 
system. The scope of production was small and feudal exploitation was severe. ‘iost 
of the peasants’ products were not intended as commodities, and the amount cf sur- 
plus products which could be used as commodities, or the products specially produced 
as commodities, were very limited for each peasant household. However, during this 
time, the development of small commodity production by th peasants far surpassed 
the development of independent handicrafts in urban and rural areas in both speed 
and scope. Moreover, because of the vast numerical superiority of peasants, a small 
amount from each of them would combine to form a huge amount; that was why the conm- 
modity production by peasants far exceeded that by the urban and rural handicraft 
workers. This was how the above-mentioned unique economic features came into being. 


Small peasant economy featuring a combination of agriculture and handicrafts may, 

to a certain extent, become commercialized. This was only a possibility, and cer- 
tain social economic conditions were necessary to translate this possibility into 
reality, and the most basic condition was the development of productive forces. The 
population increase also was a strong catalyst. Population increased slowly during 
the Ming Dynasty, when it was approximately 100 million at most. In the middle of 
the Qing Dynasty, however, it increased rapidly and, during the 60 years of the 
reign of Emporor Qian Long, the number doubled and then trebled. When Emporor Dao- 
guang was on the throne, the population had already increased to 400 million. Al- 
though the development or urban industry, commerce, and mining could help take care 
of the excessive population, such help was iimited, and the countryside provided the 
best way out. The heavy pressure of population in combination with feudal exploita- 
tion forced the peasants to expand the planting of crops for the market and to 








engage in handicratt production according to the natural conditions. In places 
where the pressure was particularly heavy, hunger served as a ship to drive the 
peasants on their march toward intensive and extensive p:oduction. The density of 
population in Susong area was well known. According to the Songjiang Prefectural 
Chronicle, there were in that prefecture some 40,103 hectares and 41 mu of land and 
a population of 2,484,728 during the 15th year of Emperor Jiaqing's reign; and the 
per capita acreage worked out to only 1.61 mu. According to the Suzhou Prefectural 
Chronicle, in the reign of Tongji, there were in the 23d year of Emperor Jiaqing's 
reign some 62,225 hectares and 79 mu of farmland; 2 years later, there was a popu- 
lation of 5,908,435, with a per capita acreage of 1.05 mu. Again, in the case of 
Mengxian, Henan Province, “the per capita acreage was less than 1 mu,” “land was 
scarce, and the people were so poor that besides farming, they had to spin and 
weave." ("Mengxian Zhi" of Qianlong, Vol 4) This was how cotton cloth came to be 
produced as a commodity in Susong and other special producing areas. The peasants' 
household handicrafts including the production of pottery also developed under simi- 
lar conditions. 


Through the production of handicraft goods as commodity in the tradition of “supple- 
menting farming with weaving" and “supporting agriculture with sideline production," 
the peasants gained increased economic benefits. 


The development of commodity production was a histerical prerequisite of capitalism. 
For the same reason, the same development in agriculture and handicrafts provided 
the conditions for the sprouting of capitalism during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, 
and this must be affirmed. In human society, however, two different types of small 
production, that is, the self-sufficient small production and small commodity pro- 
duction, existed with different characteristics and historic backgrounds. Only 
through highly developed small commodity producticn can the human society come to 
take the road of large-scale capitalist production. During the Ming and Qing Dynas- 
ties, the development of independent small commodity production in urban and rural 
areas was far from adequate, and the broad masses of small producers were peasants 
engaged in small-scale production under a self-sufficient natural economy. Although 
part of their products became commodities, the peasants were tied to their land, and 
could not be called independent small commodity producers in a strict sense. The 
prevalent existence of self-sufficient small economy among the peasants and the very 
slow development of small commodity production could only serve to protect the feu- 
dal economy; to restrict the social division of labor, the accumulation of social 
wealth, and the expansion of social production; and to create unfavorable conditions 
for the development of capitalism. 


The choice of the old and new modes of production was finally decided by the amount 
of economic benefit each can offer. The economic benefit offered by the household 
handicrafts among the peasants could hardly be surpassed by that offered by the 
sprouting capitalist methods of production, and that was why the latter could not 
win the competition in the market in order to develop itself. In the case of cotton 
cloth production, for example, the peasants had to work hard day and night, or, as 
the old saying goes, to "do 45 days’ work in 1 month" as a means of making a living. 
The work of farming and weaving were closely coordinated "vy the peasants, and the 
time left in the lax farming season was fully utilized. "Children at or above the 
age of 8 could spin, and those of 12 or 13 could weave." Thus, people of both sexes 
and all ages joined in weaving and the household labor power also was fully utilized. 








This resulted in "substantial economy and saving in time," ("Das Ka; .tal" Vol 3, 

p 373) and a very low production cost. With the same level of productive forces, 
mainly in the form of instruments of production, the hiring of people in cotton pro- 
duction or the adoption of the capitalist mode of business management would limit 
the number of labor hours, which would not be as many as in the peasant families. 
This limit was a serious hindrance to the sprouting capitalism which could only ex- 
ploit the absolute surplus value. Moreover, in the age of handmade tools, the out- 
lay on the means of production formed only a small part of the production cost, 
while the purchase of labor power cost a great deal more. If people had to be hired 
for production, board and lodging had to be provided in addition to the payment of 
wages, and the production cost would be far higher than that of the peasant house- 
holds. Because of the prevalence of weaving by peasants, the price of cotton was 
main .y determined by the peasants’ production costs. Under such conditions, cotton 
production with hired hands would certainly result in a loss which the peasants 
could not afford. Furthermore, since the peasants were not separated from their 
land, their self-sufficiency, based on a combaination of framing and weaving, could 
still be maintained. Should they incur any loss in the production of cotton in a 
commercial venture according to the law of value, they could still fall back on 
their land as a means of subsistence, and the capitalist polarization could not 
occur among them as easily as it would among the independent small handicraft 
workers. 


The widespread existence of small production by peasants provided ample scope for 
the merchants to control production, but this control also, in return, provided this 
type of small production with long-lasting protection. In the early years of the 
Qing Dynasty, there was the practice of exchanging raw materials for finished prod- 
ucts, such as “exchanging cotton for cloth" and "exchanging cotton for muslin" in 
the cotton textile trade; in the paper-making trade, there was the practice of mer- 
chants “charging for the use of the sizing-but"; in tea production, there was the 
practice of merchants providing the "capital" to the sugarcane peasants in the 
spring and "collecting the interests" in winter; in tobacco production, tliere was 
the practice of merchants “assigning mountains" to the "prospective tobacco-planters" 
and so forth, as a means of controlling the zirculation of the peasants’ products. 
The systems of production control based on the extention of loans and the stipula- 
tion of the terms of exchange were quite popular in the early days of the Qing 
Dynasty. Although these systems were comparatively primitive and there were no cap- 
italist elements whatsoever to speak of, the merchants were glad to "appropriate 
their surplus-labor on the basis of the old mode of production" and "retain it as 
its precondition." ("Das Kapital" Vol 3, p 374) The widespread existence of small 
production helped them in their wanton exploitation of the peasants. Merchants 
would not directly invest in production unless they were assured of even greater 
economic returns. 


As a result, in the Ming-Qing period, the growth of the sprouts of capitalism was 

in inverse proportion to the development of handicrafts in rural households, as 
vividly shown by the cotton textile trade. In Western Europe, textile (mainly 
woolen textile) was the first importan* trade in breeding capitalism. The situation 
in China was exactly the reverse. In the early years of the Qing Dynasty, produc- 
tion was carried out with hired help in many different trades; but, in the textile 
trade, either as a branch of small production or the result of merchants’ investment 
in production, no sign of sprouting capitalism could be detected. This was by no 














means coincidental. Whenever development was inadequate for independent handicraft 
production in urban and rural areas, the sprouts of capitalism could only grow or 
decline as a rival of handicrafts in peasant households. 


In the late stage of feudal society in Europe, many peasants left their land and 
drifted into the cities to engage in handicraft production, resulting in a large- 
scale separation between handicrafts and agriculture, and the strengthened indepen- 
dence of handicrafts. This pr._vided favorable conditions for the birth of capital- 
ism. The situation in China was different. During the Ming-Qing period, the devel- 
opment of handicrafts was mainly confined to the peasant households instead of the 
urban and rural areas. Along with the natural growth of population and the spread 
of the peasants’ children, the combination of small agriculture and household handi- 
crafts also spread like living cells; ard, after a process of regeneration and re- 
making, these living cells covered the whole length and breadth of China like a big 
ocean. This further strengthened the combination of agriculture and handicrafts and 
further developed the “broad basis of the mode of production" formed by them. What 
sould be particularly pointed out is that, since the peasants could reap greater 
economic benefits through the commercialization of their household handicrafts, the 
small peasant economy became more capable of enduring exploitation, more adaptable 
to the increased population, more powerful in repelling the new mode of production, 
and even better able to resist production with machinery. Such was the whole secret 
behind the tenacity of this type of economic structure. Therefore, the development 
of European handicraft was a centrifugal force, forcing the disintegration of the 
feudal economic structure, whereas the development of Chinese handicrafts was a cen- 
tripetal force, preserving the stability of the feudal economic system. 


II. Prevalence of Small Local Markets in Urban and Rural Areas in Circulation 


Production has a decisive effect on circulation, and the structure of production de- 
termines the structure of the market. In a feudal society, there were small local 
markets as a necessary component of the natural economy; zone markets formed under 
certain natural conditions and according to customs as a reflection on certain 
social division of labor; and, possibly, large and overseas markets transcending 
zone barriers. All these markets were most needed for the development of capital- 
ism. China's peasant economy wag a scattered individual economy. Like the Euro- 
pean feudal countryside built on the foundation of scattered small production, 
China's feudal countryside was mainly "a network of small local markets" ("Collected 
Works of Lenin" Vol 3, p 340) as manifested by the myriads of country fairs and mar- 
ket towns spread all over the country. At the same time, the individual handicrafts 
in Chinese cities produced mostly luxury items and daily necessities for the city 
dwellers. Since the products were mostly absorbed in the cities, very little was 
left for the rural market. This was a special feature of small local markets con- 
fined within the cities. For a long time, small local markets remained as the basic 
structure of markets in the feudal society of China. 


Of course, zone markets and even large markets did exist. Along with the develop- 
ment of social productive forces and the commodity economy in the Ming and Qing 
Dynasties, particularly in the latter, some localities, according to their natural 
conditions, brought into play their strong points and developed commercial agricul- 
ture and the processing of agricultural products. These activities led to a certain 
regional division of labor. This development of social division of labor transformed 














the products of peasants and handicraft workers into commodities for each other's 
consumption and to be sold in each other's market. This was an exchange of indus- 
trial and agricultural products tu a certain extent. These products became impor- 
tant wares for the itinerant traders and led to economic exchanges between different 
areas. Grain and cotton cloth were the two most common commodizies in these eco- 
nomic exchanges. 


While cities were the places of large-scale transactions, the market towns and coun- 
try fairs served as the bases for the collection and distribution of commodities by 
linking together the broad masses of small producers. The development of production 
and exchange of commodities as mentioned above provided the cities with consumer 
goods and raw material for handicrafts and helped promote the economic prosperity of 
the cities as well as the development of market towns and country fairs. The nun- 
bers of market towns and country fairs and the volume of commodities transacted in 
the early period of the Qing Dynasty exceeded those of the Ming Dynasty. The ex- 
change of industrial and agricultural products over long distances thus accumulated 
capital and prepared the market for capitalist production. This was exactly how the 
sprouts of capitalism devel »ped. 


However, the significance of commodity production and exchanges developed during the 
Ming Dynasty and the early part of the Qing Dynasty should not be overestimated. 
Generally, the natural economy remained basically intact, and the layout of small 
local markets remained virtually undisturbed. This was particularly true of many 
areas other than the coastal provinces. 


In the countryside at that time, the broad masses of peasants were engaged in the 
production of use-value on a self-sufficient basis; and their products could not, or 
very rarely, went into the process of circulation. Even peasants engaged in commod- 
ity production had to keep part of it to preserve their self-sufficiency and could 
not be separated from the system of natural economy. Even that part of their prod- 
ucts intended as commodity were sold only for the purpose of buying something in re- 
turn. In other words, these products were the result of use-value production car- 
ried out in the form of exchange-value production. The purpose of their production 
was the assurance of their own survival instead of getting rich. Commodity produc- 
tion of this nature is “everywhere subordinated to consumption as a prerequisite, 
while supply is subordinated to demand and can only expand slowly." ("Collected 
Works of Marx and Engels" Pt I, Vol 46, p 516) Im other words, the amount of com- 
modities supplied by the peasants to the society was directly decided according to 
their demand for the means of living and the means of production in the forms of 
commodity. They had only limited surplus products, and the volume of exchange also 
was limited. Furthermore, there were restrictions from feudal exploitation and the 
scope of small production; and that was why the growth of the commodity portion was 
very slow. 


Marx pointed out: "The intensity of exchange, as well as its extension and its man- 
ner, are determined by the development and structure of production." ("Collected 
Works of Marx and Engels" Vol 12, p 749) In the Ming and the early Qing Dynasties, 
there was still basically a natural economy in the countryside, while the production 
carried out by peasants and small handicraft workers was still use-value production 
in the form of exchange-value production. It was thus beyond question that small 
local markets were still the mainstay of the rural market. These small local markets 











also were the outcome of, as well as a necessary supplement to, the natural economy. 
Although their role as a base for the collection and distribution of agricultural 
and handicraft products, sold as commodities, had been developed in the country 
fairs and town markets, they still served as a means cf helping the local inhabi- 
tants, mainly the peasants, to supply one another's needs and to make up ore an- 
other's shortages, so that, between the peasants and the handicraft workers, an ex- 
change, aiming at exchange-value, wight take place. Many places were "[previously] 
inaccessible to commerce” and many peasants “did not go to town throughout their 
lifetime." 


China's natural environment also was playing its role in consolidating the small 
local markets. Natural environment is the most fundamental condition for material 
production and material life as well as an important source of social wealth. China 
has a huge area with a mild climate, rich material resources, and many varieties of 
natural products, all of which certainly provide a natural basis for the social di- 
vision of labor, although there must also be other social economic conditions for 
the development of the economy. Under norval conditions, this natural environment 
should be the foremost and the direct basis of small local markets. For example, 
cotton, the principal material for producing cloth, :an be planted almost anywhere; 
and, with the exception of iron, important raw materials for making tools, such as 
bamboo and wood, also can be found anywhere. As for the important means of subsist- 
ence and means of production, self-sufficiency can be attained within the narrow 
confines of the localities. Ningguo County of Anhui Province, for example, "was 

the region of agricultural production, rich in native products, and enjoying self- 
sufficiency with no merchandise passing through. Before the reign of Xianfeng in 
the Qing Dynasty, the people were wealthy and products were plentiful. Except for 
salt, it hardly imported anything at all." (Gui Min's “Chronicle of Ningguo County” 
Vol 8) Similar conditions existed in many other parts of the country. 


In the middle of the Qing Dynasty, the rapid population increcse also played its 
part in consolidating the natural economy. When the increase of the means of pro- 
duction failed to keep pace with the population increase, many people naturally be- 
came busy looking for a means of subsistence. It is true that the absolute value of 
the amount of agricultural products, including the commodity portion, could be in- 
creased; but the ratio of the commodity portion vould naturally decline. That was 
why, in many places, seli-sufficiency in certain essential products could only be 
attained within certain areas, thus preserving the small local markets in their 
original state. 


What deserved particular attention were the cities. Chinese cities were mainly 
political centers, or the centers of feudal rule, and were different from the Euro- 
pean economic cities bustling with commercial activities. The concentration of gov- 
ernment officials, landlords, and others of the consumer-population became an impor- 
tant feature of Chinese cities. These people had a good appetite for commodities, 
especially the luxury items, high-grade consumer goods, and famous native and spe- 
cial products. Their heavy demand for these commodities were mainly met by itiner- 
ant traders and the urban handicraft workers, in that order. Among the urban hand- 
icraft products were rhinoceroses or elephants made of gold and silver, toys made of 
jade or precious stones, silk, fancy lamps and fans, and high-grade writing paper. 
None of these products were required in the countryside. Some consumer goods for 
daily use were supplied to meet the demand in the cities where they were produced 











only, but not sold in the countryside. Many important handicraft products, particu- 
larly processed agricultural products, such as paper and sugar, were developed at 
the source of raw materials instead of the cities. In trade, therefore, there was a 
basically one-way traffic from the countryside to the cities; and the idea of using 
the countryside as a market for urban handicraft products never materialized or made 
any headway. 


At the same time, the closed-door ;2licy of tie feudal political power left no ave- 
nue open to an overseas market. The ban on intercourse with foreign countries was 
very strict im the Ming Dynasty. Even after the lifting of the ban in the Qing 
Dynasty, there were still tight restrictions on the export of handicraft products. 
For example, the siik of Suzhou, Hangzhou, and Ningpo and the metal wares of Foshan 
were exubjected to all forms of restrictions. Thus, urban handicrafts could hardly 
be develope i through foreign trade. 


Because of these reasons, with the exception of silk, pottery, cotton textile, and 
manual dyeing, all urban handicraft products were intended for local consumption and 
could not go beyond the limits of small local markets. Such small markets were 
everywhere in the cities and the countryside, and it was difficult to prepare the 
market conditions for the develcpment of capitalism. Among the different handicraft 
trades which might breed capitalism during the Ming-Qing period, including the pro- 
duction uf tea, tobacco, ani sugar; lumbering; paper~making; metal smelting; coal 
mining; copper extracting; and so forth, most of them took place in the countryside 
or in towns close to the countryside. The sprouts of capitalism appeared only in a 
few types of handicrafts, such as silk textile, pottery, and manual dyeing, because 
such products were sold in various parts of the country. It was by no means coinci- 
dental that the sprouts of capitalism could not be seen in cther types of urban 
handicraft. 


III. Trinity of Landlords, Merchants, and Usvrers in Distribution 


The land, the capital of commerce, and the money to be used as loans were the three 
means of economic exploitation in the feudal society, all] based on the surplus prod- 
ucts of peasants and handicraft workers. In a feudal society, agricviture was the 
principal department of production and land was the principal means of productior. 
Land, therefore, was the most reliable means to increase social wealth as well as 
the end-result of social wealth. In China, because of the free land transactions, 
merchants and userers, fascinated by an asset which “can withstand flood, fire and 
plundering," bought land avidly and converted part of their income from business 
profits and loan interests into rent. At the same time, lancloirds also hoped to 
amass more wealth through business venture and usury--which, though more risky, had 
a stronger element of exploitation--and decided to make money in the form of busi- 
ness profits and loan interests instead of rent. This brought about an interchange 
among land, business capital, and money for loans; and the landlords, merchants, and 
userers became "close relatives" and gradually formed a “trinity” of feudal economic 
relationships, which has been all along the basic structure of the distribution of 
social wealth and the main orientation of social accumulation, particularly in the 
later stage of China's feudal society. 


Private ownership of land and the permission for land transactions were important 
features of the feudal economy in China. This was a special way for the survival of 








the landlord economy so that, after every periodical land crisis and social upheaval, 
it could be reborn in its original form. Merchants and userers were not the only 
ones permitted to buy land and become landlords; even peasants and other laborers 
could do the same by "working hard in the field to become rich." In this way, the 
landlord system in China possessed greater vitality than that of the system of land 
ownership in Europe in the forms of enfeoffments and protectorates. It also must be 
noted that, in the feudal society of China, landlords from the ranks of high govern- 
ment officials were always the strong supporters of the landlord economy. Although 
their prodigal offspring might squander their inheritance as the saying "wealth does 
not last more than three generations" goes, feudal officials invariably wanted to 
spend their ill-gotten money on manorial fields in order to “enjoy an idyllic life" 
and to “provide security for the future generations." With this powerful support, 
the landlord economy continued to wax strong until it finally became strongly en- 
trenched. Along with the expansion of the commodity and money economy and the com- 
mercialization of land, such a phenomenon became even more prevalent in the later 
stage of the feudal society. 


Occupation of land on the strength of feudal privileges in a feudal society was the 
main obstacle to the commercialization of land. With the development of social pro- 
ductive forces and the commodity economy, however, the power of money continued to 
pounu at the feudal privileges and the scope of land transactions continued to ex- 
pand, while the feudal traditions and customs restricting land transactions became 
more lax. In the early days of the Qing Dynasty, the buying or selling of manorial 
fields and banner land was strictly banned. Under attacks from the power of commod- 
ity and money, such transactions were permitted inside the banners during the reign 
of Emperor Kangxi; and the ban was totally lifted during the reign of Emperor Qian 
Long when land transactions were permitted "in any banner." The preferential rights 
of purchase for close relatives, mortgagors, and former owners under the old customs 
were abrogated along with the development of the relations of land buying and sell- 
ing during the middle of the Qing Dynasty. During the reign of Emperor Yongzheng, 
the Qing government formally negated the "theory of preferential rights for close 
relatives" in land transactions. 


There could be real freedom in land transactions only when such transactions were 
carried out on equal terms and at certain prices. Special prices obtained under 
political and economic pressure could not be consistent with the relations of buying 
and selling in a strict sense. During the early part of the Qing Dynasty, the prac- 
tice of forcible occupations and selling of land by applying political and economic 
pressure still remained. However, the change of deeds of title on the land was 
accomplished with economic means of business transactions. At the same time, the 
fertility of the land, the rate of rent, the relation between supply and demand, and 
other economic factors played an increasingly decisive role on land prices; and land 
in different locations and with different degrees of fertility was sold at what peo- 
ple generally called "current prices" for their "current value." This shows that 
land transactions had generally been liberalized. For the development of the "trin- 
ity" feudal economy, this liberalization was a very great advantage. By this time, 
therefore, there was a marked tendency toward an interplay between the merchants and 
userers trying hard to possess land, on the one hand, and landlords eager for busi- 
ness ventures and usury on the other. 
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First, let us look at it from the angle of land accumulation. Along with the devel- 
opment of productive forces in the early Qing Dynasty, land yielded greater benefits. 
The system of percentage-drawing in rent payment was replaced by that of a fixed 
rent. The payment of rent deposits also became popular. Thus, the landlords were 
ensured of a steady income in addition to certain extra benefits. At the same time, 
the development of industry and commerce and, particularly, the rapid increase in 
population exerted an increasing strain on the supply of food; and food prices con- 
tinued to soar. During the reign of Emperor Qian Long, which lasted 60 years, the 
price of rice in areas south of the Changjiang River quadrupled. Under such circum- 
stances, those who owned more land would possess more grain or social wealth. These 
were the factors driving people to a rush for land. 


In the rush for land, the bigger share still went to the noble-official landlords. 
It is, however, noteworthy that large-scale purchases of land merchants and userers 
were even more common during the later part of the reign of Emperor Qian Long. Some- 
one said: "Recently, wealthy merchants bought a gread deal of land, amounting to 
scores of hundreds of hectares." (Hu Ding'’s Memorial to the Throne in the 5th Year 
of Emperor Qian Long's Reign, from the file of the Board of Revenue, Qing Dynasty) 
"According to an estimate, the commoners owned less than 20 or 30 percent of the 
land in the prefectures and counties, and the rest all became the property of 
squires and merchants." (Fang Bao, "Notes on Economic System," "Collected Works of 
Fang Wangxi" Vol 1) Some of these merchants and userers bought farmland "for their 
future generations," which was described as "buying more land and houses to bring 
up the children and grandchildren"; or "for their own remaining years," which was 
described as "buying land as a protection in old age"; or for controlling the food 
supply in an attempt to earn greater profits. This was how a large number of mer- 
chants and their offspring became landlords or owned land as an additional source 
of income. 


At the same time, there were peasants “working hard in the field to become rich." 
They generally went through the stage of “hiring people to work in the field" as the 
rich peasants did. Under conditions then prevailing in China, hiring people for 
farming was not very profitable. Both Zhang Lixiang in his "Notes on Supplement to 
Agriculture" and Qian Yong in his "“Luguan Miscellaneous Talks" spoke to the same 
effect. People in the academic circles also have recently studied this subject. 
Therefore, under certain conditions, peasants generally wanted to make more money 
from business ventures or through usury in order that they could buy land and join 
the rank of landlords. 


In the early Qing Dynasty, many peasants turned landlord under these circumstances. 
This was an important change marked by a relaxation of the rules concerning feudal 
land, but this change by no means weakened the landlord economy. On the contrary, 
it adapted the landlord economy to the development of a commodity and money economy 
and helped to consolidate its position and to prolong its existence. 


Secondly, let us see how the landlords devoted their efforts to business venture and 
usury. The development of social economy and the expansion of the commodity and 
money economy further whetted their appetite for luxury. The government officials 
living together in cities became more extravagant, while more and more landlords 
moved from the countryside into the cities to seek pleasure. The system of select- 
ing government officials by holding imperial examinations was originally a sacred 
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affair under the feudal system. Being no match for the “magic of getting-rich- 
quick," it was left wide open for corruption. This practice called for increased 
supplies of luxury items and daily necessities to be financed by high-interest loans. 
Landlords, especially the noble-official landlords, then used the cities as the 
bases of their commercial and money-lending operation and, the more prosperous the 
commerce of a city, the more densely they concentrated their capital in that city. 
Their mcr.ey was mostly invested in the production of luxury goods to be used for 
bribery and to earn high profits or was loaned out a high interests. The luxury 
goods included silks and satins, pearls and precious stones, and antiques, while 
their trades included the running of money exchanges and pawnshops. Of course, 
their business also developed to such an extent as to include the production of 
daily necessities and the transportation of goods for sale. 


At the same time, the peasants-turned-landlords strengthened their control on money 
in the countryside. Milling, oil pressing, winemaking, and the processing of other 
agricultural products had always been the hereditary privilege of the landlords in 
the countryside. With the development of agricultural crops to be used as commodity, 
the landlords opened up new fields of activities, such as sugar extracting, tea mak- 
ing, and the processing of more agricultural products. The increased demand for 
commercial grain led them to the hoarding and cornering of goods, selling goods at 
far away places and resorting to fraudulent activities in business. The running of 
retail stores and the floating of high-interest loans by landlords in the country- 
side became even more common. The entire economic life of the countryside then was 
controlled by the landlords. 


Along with the development of capitalism in the later stage of the feudal society, 

the principal social contradiction between the feudal-lord class and the peasants 

was gradually replaced by the contradiction between the feudal-lord class and the 
bourgeoisie. The essence of this contradiction was in the conflict between land 
power and money power. It was precisely the development of this conflict that led 

to the rise and demise of the feudal society. Such is the universal law of histori- 
cal development; and this law applies to the West and the East alike, the only dif- 
ference being in the characteristics of feudal economy and their forms of development. 


There were some exceptions in China, though. Because of the private ownership of 
land and the permission for land transactions, particularly during the later stage 
of feudal society, the development of commodity economy and the increased commer- 
cialization of land offered the landlords, merchants, and userers generally equal 
opportunities for exploitation in their own ways. Since they were able to enjcy 
their proprietary rights over their land and their money in harmony, the contradic- 
tion between land power and money power was alleviated with important social after- 
effects. As members of the principal ruling class, the landlord controlled not only 
the land but, also, the money through business ventures and usury. Thus, they could 
exercise their ruling power not only politically but also economically in the cities 
as well as the countryside. Their ruling position was undoubtedly stronger than 
ever. 


Now let us look at the position of the merchants and userers. Because of the polit- 
ical and economic domination by the powerful landlord class, the characteristics of 
Chinese cities as political centers, and the traditional policy adopted by the feu- 
dal autocratic power of "stressing the roots and neglecting the branches," the 
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economic position occupied by industry and commerce in the cities became weakened, 
and the social position of merchants was a humble one. They usually sought the 
patronage of those with feudal provileges or the feudal bureaucrats in order to de- 
velop their business. In the early Qing Dynasty, the most wealthy merchants became 
salt dealers or government traders. Their duty was to amass wealth for the feudal 
rulers and, at the same time, they tried to "pick up some fallen crumbs for then- 
selves."' Other merchants of the upper-middle level invited the bureaucrats into 
partnership or tried to bribe their way to officialdom so that, in collusion with 
other government officials and in the dual capacity of officials and merchants, they 
could circumvent the official prohibitions or resist excessive demands. Merchants 
as a class had to stoop to compromise and to carry on their commercial activities 
cautiously; otherwise they might invite disaster and bring ruin to their families. 
Many of them would invest their gains in land instead of production. This shows 
their dependency on the landlord economy and their lack of independence. Since they 
could not develop independently in economic and political spheres, their role as 
"revolutionary elements" ("Das Kapital" Vol 3, p 1,019) could not be given full play 
as it was in Europe. Precisely because of the political and economic power of the 
landlord class in the urban and rural areas, Marx made these remarks: "Asian his- 
tory is all about the unity of the city and the countryside." ("Collected Works of 
Marx and Engels" Pt I, Vol 46, p 480) These remarks aptly summed up the history of 
China's feudal economy. 


"The economic relations of a given society present themselves in the first place as 
interests." ("Collected Works of Marx and Engels" Vol 18, p 307) The “trinity” 
feudal economy was precisely the economic relation which was capable of bringing 
great benefits to the feudal lord class. Exploitation in the form of rent was very 
severe in China, because the rent rate was above 50 percent. Commercial profit rate 
and loan interest rate were based on the rent rate as the minimum, or else the mer- 
chants and userers would rather become landlords than take the risk of loss. Fur- 
thermore, there was the opportunity to monopolize and swindle in commerce and usury 
which could raise exploitation to a degree far above that of rent. At the same time, 
they could invest their accumulated wealth in the most profitable way according to 
the changing social and economic conditions, so that rent, business profits, and 
loan interests could be transformed into one another and loan interests coui’ be 
transformed into one another with great flexibility and, ‘hus, bring about great 
economic benefits for the feudal lord class. 


The "trinity" feudal economy, with rent exploitation as its foundation, combined the 
most steady with the most lucrative form of interest-bearing instruments into a sin- 
gle entity. This was a powerful means of increasing wealth based on simple coopera- 
tion and handicraft production, leaving the sprouts of capitalism--which carried out 
exploitation only on the absolute surplus value--far behind. Since the sprouts of 
capitalism could not attract the huge money capital that was in the hands of mer- 
chants and userers, they could only grow in some crevices of feudal economy and wait 
for large profits to be made under extraordinary circumstances. Sometimes, they may 
become the tools for other people to accumulate wealth and to buy land, so that, 
finally, it could only help strengthen and landlord economy. It was beyond doubt 
the structure of wealth distribution and the orientation of accumulation of the 
"trinity" feudal economy could only strengthen the landlord economy, restrict the 
growth of the capitalist sprouts, and then lead to the stability and prolonged ex- 
istence of feudal economy. 
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The law of motion in the contradiction between productive forces and the relations 
of production is the fundamental law of development of the human society. The con- 
tradiction between productive forces and the relations of production also is the 
basic cause for the development and changes of all forms of society. In studying 
the cause of the prolonged existence of China's feudal society, we must start from 
the interaction among the productive forces; the relations of production; the super- 
structure; and then the population, the geographical environments, and other factors, 
with particular stress on the contradiction between the productive forces and the 
relations of production. We have already mentioned the main features of the eco- 
nomic structure in China's feudal society (especially during the Ming-Qing period). 
How are the productive forces now? 


Productive forces did develop during the Ming-Qing period. In agriculture, the pop- 
ularization of such drought-resistant and high-yield crops as maize and sweet pota- 
toes and the division of labor in agricultural areas were new factors in the devel- 
opment of productive forces. In handicraft, remarkable innovations in the tools and 
equipment used in various trades, such as well-salt, were carried out. On the whole, 
however, the development of social productive forces was still limited, as can be 
seen from "a merely quantitative extension of productive forces already known" 
("Collected Works of Marx and Engels" Vol 3, p 24), but not qualitative improvement. 
In agriculture, for example, there were only increases in the farmland areas and 

the amount of labor power, the popularization of intensive farming, and the use of 
fairly efficient farm tools and farming techniques previously invented. In handi- 
craft, there were only certain improvements in the work process and the division of 
labor according to the requirements of specialization and so forth. There was no 
new or important breakthrough in the tools of production. Tools of production are 
the most effective and most important factor in production. If we only rely on the 
above-mentioned factors without changing the tools of production, social productive 
forces can only be increased slowly and to a certain limited extent. 


"How far the productive forces of a nation are developed is shown most manifestly by 
the degree to which the division of labor has been carried." ("Collected Works of 
Marx and Engels" Vol 3, p 24) In a feudal society, the separation of agriculture 
from handicrafts was most important. During the Ming-Qing period, the broad masses 
of peasants sold agricultural products mainly to meet the needs of their daily life 
but not under compulsion from the division of social labor. The sale of handicraft 
products did not indicate the development in the division of social labor either. 

In social production as a whole, handicrafts had never been detached from agricul- 
ture, and this shows the lack of progress in the division of social labor as well 

as the inadequate development of productive forces. 


Agriculture is the foundation of all societies, and the development of agricultural 
productive forces had a very important bearing on the transition of a feudal to a 
capitalist society. There was development in grain production during the Qing Dyn- 
asty, as clearly shown by its ability to feed a population increased from 100 mil- 
lion to 400 million. By the middle of the Qing Dynasty, however, the increase of 
population was faster than the increase of the means of production; and a nationwide 
shortage of food supply resulted. The development of commercial agricultural crops, 
handicrafts, and commerce in the early Qing period had actually been based on an 
agriculture which could only provide stopgap measures detrimental to long-term in- 
terests. The number of laborers engaged in commercial agricultural crops, handicraft 
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production, and commerce was invariably decided by the amount of surplus grain. 
With the productive forces available in the early years of the Qing Dynasty, a conm- 
plete separation of handicrafts from agriculture was obviously impossible. Most of 
the social products were consumed by the excessive population, and little was left 
for social accumulation. Therefore, social production could hardly be expanded. 


Because of the tenacious internal structure of China's feudal economy, and the fact 
that the development of social productive forces during the Ming-Qing period could 
not hasten its disintegration, it was difficult for the sprouts of capitalism to 
grow; and the feudal society could only be allowed to remain for a long time. 


(Fang Xing, author of this article, was born in 1926 and is now 
engaged in research work on China's economic history in the ca- 
pacity of assistant research fellow of the Economic Institute of 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences.) 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CRITICISM OF BOURGEOIS LIBERALIZATION DEFENDED 
Beijing ZHONGGUO QINGNIAN BAO in Chinese 1 Sep 81 p 1 


[Article by Yan Nie [3601 5119]: "A Reply to Reader's Questions About Criticism 
of the Tendency Toward Bourgeois Liberalization"] 


[Text] What is the Tendency Toward Bourgeois Liberalization? 


That which is called the tendency toward bourgeois liberalization is the mistaken 
tendency to shake off the leadership of the party and depart from the socialist 
path. Its core is opposition to party leadership. Without party leadership there 
will be no socialist system. In the past period there have actually been some 
persons who, by publishing literary works, writing articles, making speeches to the 
young and other means, have vilified party leadership, defamed the socialist system, 
maligned Mao Zedong Thought and placed a black mark upon the face of the mother- 
land. They attribute nothing good to the party and the socialist system and even 
go so far as to speak of “breaking through the last line of defense." They want 
the party to "rule laissez faire," and they openly want to free themselves from 
the leadership of the party and Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought. And there 
are those who are members of the Communist Party but who nonetheless refer to 

party leadership as "officialdom," refer to themselves as representing "the 
people," and so forth, Although it is only an extremely small number of people 

who have this mistaken tendency, we should not underestimate their negative impact. 
If we passively tolerate the spread of this kind of mistaken tendency, it will do 
grave damage to the socialist cause of our motherland. Because of this, we must 
overcome the weak and disorganized state of leadership on the ideological front 

and carry out serious and correct criticism and necessary and appropriate struggle 
against every kind of mistaken tendency. 


Does Criticizing the Tendency Toward Liberalization Mean Attacking Individuals or 
Groups of People? 


Some comrades ask: since the tendency toward bourgeois liberalization is expressed 
through certain literary works, articles and individual speeches, isn't criticism 
of these a way of attacking individuals or groups of people? We say that this is 
not so. The criticism that we carry out today, in both goals and methods, is 
basically different than the evil actions carried out by Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four" in the name of criticism. We cannot adopt a heedless atttitude in regard 

to contradictions between the enemy and ourselves or in regard to contradictions 

of such a nature. But, we use criticism and self-criticism to overcome mistakes 
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with regard to contradictions within the ranks of the vast people and here our 
goal is to cure the sickness and save the person, not to attack him; to lead the 
mistaken comrade back onto the correct path, not to strike him down and leave him 
no hope. In terms of methods we must seek the truth from facts, strictly distih- 
guish the enemy and ourselves, differentiate between right and wrong, not go 

to extremes in criticizing, raise a hue and cry, recklessly criticize and struggle, 
or beseige comrades. In criticizing we must adopt methods of presenting the facts 
and reasoning. In addition, we should carry out different criticism in different 
situations. For example, some criticism should openly name names in the newspapers, 
while some should criticize mistaken concepts without naming names, and other 
criticism should be nothing more than brief oral comment. The method of criticism 
should be particular and judgments appropriate, but this should not be used as an 
excuse for failing to criticize or criticizing weakly, both of which are incorrect. 
Doing so is, in fact, tantamount to foregoing criticism, which will result in harm 
ing the interests of the people and will be of no benefit in correcting the mis- 
takes of mistaken comrades. 


In Criticizing the Tendency Toward Liberalization Do We Want to Carry Out Political 
Movements? 


The criticism in 1965 of “Hai Jui Dismissed From Office" initiated the "Great Cul- 
tural Revolution" wovement, the memory of which remains fresh in the minds of the 
people. Some comrades have doubts about whether or not today's criticism will be 
accompanied by more political movements. Such doubts are unnecessary. Since the 
3rd Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee the Party Central Committee has in- 
dicatdd several times that, the socialist transformation having been basically 
completed, class struggle is no longer a primary contradiction in our country. 

The Party Central Committee has already formally indicated that we should stop 
using the mistaken slogan, “take class struggle as the key," and that we will no 
longer carry out political movements. Our central task is to unite the people of 
the entire country in single-mindedly carrying out the four modernizations. Our 
criticism of the mistaken tendency toward liberalization is basically intended to 
get the people of the entire nation to distinguish right and wrong, to improve 
ideology and to better carry out the four modernization constructions. Because of 
this, in dealing with the tendency towadd liberalization with which we are presently 
confronted, we cannot repeat the mistaken method of the past of carrying out 
political movements. 


Does Criticism of the Tendency Toward Liberalization Mean We Cannot Speak of 
Democ racy? 


Since the Third Plenum the Part, Central Committee has indicated many times that 
we must forcefully develop democracy and this principle will not be changed. 

During 10 years of unrest Lin Biao and the "gang of four" instigated despotism and 
trampled on democracy, causing everyone to fall mute, and this situation can never 
be allowed to repeat itself. We must certainly work hard to create a lively 
political situation which encompasses both centralism and democracy, both disci- 
pline and freedom, and both unified determination and satisfied individual aspira- 
tions. We must encourage free discussion within the ranks of the people and see 

to it that everyone feels free to speak his mind. Within th- ranks of the people 
varied opinions can be aired, but since mistaken ideas are allowed to be aired, we 
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must, of course, allow criticism of mistaken ideas. All the legitimate democratic 
rights of the masses must be completely protected. However, our democracy is 
socialist democracy, democracy with leadership, and there is no place for bourgeois 
liberalization. In upholding the "double hundred" principle, we cannot forego 
criticism and self-criticism. If, in the name of promoting democracy, we reckless- 
ly publbish literary woris or make speeches which deny the four fundamental prin- 
ciples, then we are completely mistaken. We must carry out criticism and self- 
criticism concerning this kind of mistake, see that people improve their ideological 
understanding, and not allow them to be poisoned by mistaken ideologies. We can- 
not view this kind of proper criticism as obstructing or damaging democracy. At 
present, the so-called democracy in the minds eye of some people just so happens 
to allow them to speak their minds, to argue with others and to issue speech 
which weakens or denies the four fundamental principles, and does not allow others 
to carry out criticism of their mistakes. Rather, they say that the criticism of 
them by others is destroying democracy. This is clearly cuite mistaken. 


Will Criticism of Liberalization Dilute or Obstruct Criticism of Improper Tenden- 
cies Such As Those Toward "Leftist" Ideology and Privileged Treatment? 


Since the Third Plenum, in guiding ideology our Party Central Committee has 
thoroughly split with "leftist" ideology and established the correct line, prin- 
ciples and policies. But in terms of the entire nation, the task of completely 
correcting “leftist" mistakes in practical work is still a formidable one. It 
remains extremely important to continue tirelessly to overcome "leftist" mistakes. 
By saying today that we must criticize bourgeois liberalization, we do not mean 
that we should no longer criticize and correct "leftist" ideology. Both the 
tendency toward liberalization and "leftist" ideology are harmful to our cause, and 
so we must seriously criticize and correct them both, Our party's principles 
have historically upheld struggle on two fronts, opposing both the "left" and the 
right, and concretely analyzing concrete conditions. Similarly, at the same time 
we oppose the tendency toward bourgeois liberalization, we must continue to oppose 
privileged treatment and‘ other improper trends. The question of party style 
relates to the large question of the life and death of the party. The party has 
repeatedly insisted that our party style must be good. Because of this, we must 
continue to criticize improper trends within the party and in society. The prob- 
lem is that at present some comr-des only see the harm done by "leftist" ideology 
and improper trends, and fail fully to :see the harm done by the tendency toward 
bourgeois liberalization and so abandon the weapon of criticism in the face of 
this tendency. This situation should be corrected. In short, we should criticize 
whatever mistakes there are. Only this will lead to smooth progress in our four 
modernization constructions, 


What is the Connection Between Criticism of Bourgeois Liberalization and Our Vast 
Youth? 


Our vast youth are the successors of the proletarian revolutionary cause who will 
shoulder the heavy burden of realizing the four modernizations. The party and the 
people rest their hopes on the generation of young people. If we are to assume 
responsibility for this glorious historical mission, then we must uphold the four 
basic principles, unwaveringly follow the party along the socialist path and carry 
out righteously fearless criticism of all tendencies which depart from party 
leadership and the socialist system. Only by so doing will the interests of our 
nation and people, as well as the interests of our youths, truly be protected. 
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Criticism and the prohibition of the tendency toward bourgeois liberalization are 
also for the good of the healthy development of our youth. Young people do not 
exist in a vacuum and always feel the impact of the various ideological tides in 
society. In their search for knowledge and strength they like to read literary 
works and to invite persons to make reports on various problems. This is one of 
the unique characteristics of youth. It is worth noting that some of the ideolo- 
gical tides tending toward bourgeois liberalization just happen to be spread 
through literary pieces and books, and through speeches. Due to insufficient 
historical knowledge and social experience, it is easy for youths to become 
ideologically one-sided, and some youths will, in varying degrees, be subject to 
the decay brought on by the tendency toward bourgeois liberalization. Because of 
this, criticizing mistaken tendencies is an effective way of preventing harm to our 
youth. Our vast youth should seriously study Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong 
Thought and should be aware of criticisms of the tendency toward bourgeois liberal- 
ization. In this way they will raise their own ideological awareness, improve their 
ability to distinguish right and wrong, and lead to their healthy development. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


WESTERNIZATION MOVEMENT IN LATE QING DYNASTY 


Beijing JINDAISHI YANJIU [STUDIES IN MODERN HISTORY] in Chinese No 2, May 81 
pp 127-144 


[Article by Compilation Group of "Modern History of China, Draft:" "Westerni- 
zation Activities--Creation of Modern Military Industry"] 


[Excerpts] Currently, the history circle is enthusiastically discussing 
the "Westernization Movement." We now publish here the section on 
westernization activities in Volume 2 of "Modern History of China, 
Draft" for comments and corrections by our comrades, in order to 
make revisions and supplements before formal publication. 


Not long after the emergence of the situation of "peace™" between China and the 
foreign countries, some of the people in the landowner class began to create a 
modern military industry. Those in charge were the same people who vigorously 
advocated "peace," including Yi Xin, Zeng Guofan and Li Hongzhang. They relied 
mainly on foreign countries for their activities. Dealing with foreigners 
belonged in the realm of the so-called “westernization" at that time, and the 
group of peop\e engaged therein was known as the westernization faction. 


In December 1860, upon the opportunity of using foreign troops to suppress the 
Taiping Rebel’ion, Zeng Guofan submitted a memo to the Qing government: Using 
the forces of foreign countries today to assist in suppressing the rebellion 
and ship grain will reduce current worries; in the future, learning foreign 
technology and manufacturing cannons and building ships will bring permanent 
benefits. Next year, he further developed his proposition: The purchase of 
foreign ships and cannons is the foremost task to save the situation today. 
After purchasing them, we can seek able persons and ingenious artisans to 
practice first and trial manufacture later. Within a year or two, steamships 
will become available for both government and civilian use. By that time, "it 
will be possible to suppress the Fa and Nian rebellions; it will be possible 
to form long-range strategies." After coming to Shanghai in 1862, Li Hong- 
zhang acquired the aid of foreign aggressors to train foreign rifle units and 
establish a foreign artillery bureau, and was very active in learning how to 
manufacture foreign ships and cannons. He felt that the main reason that the 
Qing army often used several times as many men as the foreigners in battle and 
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yet failed to win was because of the inferior weaponry and the crude guns and 
cannons. If the weaponry were comparable to the West, the Qing army “will be 
More than adequate to pacify China and compete with the fore countries." 
Paying serious attention now will finally bring independence. As long a 
China possesses big cannons and steamships, the West will stay its hands. 
Seeing that Zeng Guofan and Li Hongzhang were learning to manufacture foreign 
ships and cannons, Yi Xin decided to send soldiers to learn. In his memo to 
the emperor, he said: To rule the country, we must become strong. To become 
strong, training the troops is primary, which is premised on manufacturing 
weapons. While the foreigners are willing to render help, we must seek all 
kinds of foreign firearms and uncover their mysteries and secrets. By then, 
we will be able to resist humiliations when necessary or demonstrate our might 
in times of peace. The attitude of the foreigners depends on the strength or 
weakness of ,China. "If we can be strong, we will be able to live in peace 
with them." Yi Xin, Zeng Guofan and Li Hongzhang hoped that purchasing and 
imitatively manufacturing foreign guns and cannons and ships and organizing 
and training new-style troops would realize the "strength and independence" of 
a landowner country in face of the foreign aggressors while suppressing the 
people's revolution. They thought that adding some advanced technology of the 
Western capitalist countries to the decadent feudal system would stabilize the 
old order and that the rule of the Qing Dynasty would remain peaceful forever. 
They felt that westernization was necessary and feasible and that they would 
win the sympathy and aid of the big powers. 


The main contents of the westernization activities begun in the sixties were, 
at first, the purchase of modern military equipment, the creation of a military 
industry, the training of new-style navy and army and the cultivation of 
westernization talents. After the seventies, such activities gradually expand- 
ed to mining, shipbuilding, telegrams, railways and textile. 


Beginning in 1862, the Qing government engaged English end French instructors, 
bought guns and cannons, and trained foreign gun units successively in Tianjin, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou and Fuzhou, gradually expanding to Wuhan, Nanchang, Anqing 
and Jinan. In 1866, Yi Xin obtained permission from the emperor to train 
15,000 infantrymen in Zhili [Hebei]. The personnel were mostly transferred 
from the Manchu units and the Green Battalions. Among the newly organized 
troops, the equipment and training of the Xiang [Hunan] and Huai [part of 
Henan and north Anhui] Armies were the best. 


The large-scale conversion to foreign guns and cannons by the Xiang and Huai 
Armies began in April 1862 when the Huai Army was assigned to garrison in 
Shanghai. The moment he arrived in Shanghai, Li Hongzhang ordered the Huai 
Army to learn the use of the new-style guns and cannons and tactics from the 
foreign troops. He wrote Zeng Guofan: China is far inferior to foreign coun- 
tries in weaponry, and I feel very ashamed. To be stationed in Shanghai for 
an extended time without utilizing the skills of the foreigners will be diffi- 
cult for me to avoid censure. He said to the officers of the Huai Army: In 
regard to bombs, I personally am determined to imitate the foreigners. I hope 
you will all exert an effort to do so. Utilizing Shanghai's monthly tax 
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revenue of 200,000 to 300,000 liang, Li Hongzhang recklessly bought foreign 
guns and cannons, spared no expense to hire foreigners as army instructors and 
recruited foreign artdsans to operate the equipment for making cannons imported 
from pone Kong. The old-style guns were discarded in favor of the foreign 
guns. From April 1862 to the interval between fall and winter of 1864, the 
land and sea personnel of the Huai Army expanded from 6,000 plus men to 50,000 
or 60,000, with 30,000 to 40,000 foreign guns and 6 or 7 artillery units. Li 
Hongzhang was pleased with himself. In his report to the Qing government, he 
bragged: Battling the Taiping army south of Changjiang, he was accustomed to 
the efficacy of foreign firearms which most others had never seen or known. 

He was the only one to have paid attention to them for several years and 
glimpsed the mystery therein. The Xiang Army under Zeng Guofan and Zeng 
Guoquan also began to use foreign guns and cannons in 1862, and subsequently 
made large purchases in Shanghai and Hong Kong. Zeng Guoquan said in 1864: 
His troops were helped considerably by the use of foreign guns and were able 
to compete against the Taiping army effectively. The Xiang Army under Zuo 
Zongtang began to cooperate with the French in the fall of 1863 and set up 
foreign gun units. After marching into the Northwest in 1867, he expanded the 
gun units. Foreign guns increased to 60 percent, and special persons were 
stationed in Shanghai to purchase guns and cannons and ammunition from abroad. 
In the first half of the eighties, the Beiyang [Liaoning, Hebei and Shandong] 
garrison consisted mostly of the Huai Army, the garrison stationed in the 
Northwest provinces mostly of the Xiang Army, and the Nanyang [Jiangsu, Zhe- 
jiang, Fujian and Guangdong] garrison both Huai and Xiang Armies in equal 
numbers, while most of the other provinces also had Xiang and Huai Armies 
stationed in them. The Xiang and Huai Armies equipped with foreign guns and 
cannons gradually replaced the Eight Banners and the Green Battalions and 
became the main strengths of the Qing government to suppress the people's 
resistance and stabilize the semi-colonial and semi-feudal regime. 


Purchasing foreign ships and preparing for a new-type navy also began in the 
early sixties. In 1862, the Qing government entrusted General Commissioner of 
Customs(Li Taiguo),returning to England on vacation, to order warships from 
England. In 1863, a fleet of 8 large and small ships led by British naval 
officers reached Shanghai and prepared to join the operation against the Tai- 
ping army. Due to the conflict of Zeng Guofan and Li Hongzhang with the 
English officers for command power, the Qing government had to disband the 
fleet and send all the ships back to England. Subsequently, Jiangsu and Guang- 
dong bought separately a number of small warships to suppress local mass 
uprisings. Between 1874 and 1875, after an extended discussion on coastal 
defense, the Qing government decided to prepare to create a navy. Li Hongzhang 
was one of the high commissioners in charge. Between the second half of the 
seventies and the first half of the eighties, he successively bought 20 naval 
vessels (subsequently 4 Nanyang gunboats were allocated) at a cost of more 

than 7 million liang. Together with the ships built by the Fujian Ships 
Administration Bureau, the Beiyang provinces had a total of 20 plus vessels. 
The Nanyang provinces had 10 plus vessels of different kinds, Fujian 10 plus, 
and Guangdong 20 plus small ones. 
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Buying firearms and ships from the West was only a part of the activities of 
the westernization faction to improve the military appuratus; the more impor- 
tang part was creating a modern military industry. Im 1861, Zeng Guofan estab- 
lished tae “Interior Ordnance Post" in Anqing to manufacture new-type guns arid 
cannons. Two years later, he sent Rong Hong with a large sum of money to 
America to buy machinery for expansion of the post. Beginning in 1862, he 
established successively 3 foreign cannon bureaus in Shanghai. He felt that, 
though the expenses of the foreign cannon bureaus were more than 16 times 
greater than those of ordinary cannon bur » they must be continued even at 
the expense of reducing the soldiers’ pay. In 1864, he expanded one of the 
bureaus and moved it to Suzhou. Inspired, Yi Xin sent soldiers to Suzhou to 
learn and planned to create machine bureaus. In 1864, Zu- Zongtang trial 
manufactured steamships in Hangzhou. After the failure of the Taipi=¢ revolu- 
tion, the westernization faction, for the purpose of continuing to suppress 
the mass struggles of tle various areas and expanding its own power, undertook 
the building of a modern military industry on an even larger scale. 


From the sixties to the early eighties, the westernization faction overated 
four key miliicry industries: 1. Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau. In 1865, Li 
Hongzhang bought an American machine plant in Shanghai's Hongkou and included 
in it the 2 cannon bureaus originally in Shanghai and the machinery bought by 
Zeng Guofan from America. He also manufactured a part of the machinery and 
formally set up the Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau at a cost of approximately 
200,000 plus liang. In 1867, it was moved to the south of Shanghai and vigc- 
rously expanded. By the first half of the eighties, it possessed more than 

10 plants of various types and 1 dry dock, and also had a translation office 
and an artillery sch attached to it. Costing a tota’ of approximately 

2 million plus liang, it was the largest weapons manutactory built by the 
westernization faction. It utilized the 20 percent of the annual revenue of 
the Shanghai Customs allocated to it, approximately 500,900 to 600,000 liang, 
for its annual outlay, manufacturing guns and cannons and ammunition to supply 
the troops stationed in the south and the north (mainly the Huai Army, with 

the Xiang Army next), and at times to the troops in other provinces. From 

1867 on, it began to build steamships, successively producing 8 naval vessels. 
Suspending shipbuilding after 1885, it concentrated on repairing the naval 
vessels of the Nanyang and Beiyang provinces. 2. Jinling Machine Bureau. In 
1865, Li Hongzhang moved the Suzhou Foreign Cannon Bureau to Nanjing and 
expanded it into the Jinling Machine Bureau. By the first half of the eighties, 
it possessed more than 10 plants at a cost of 500,000 plus liang. The weapons 
and ammunition manufactured by it were mainly supplied to the Nanyang and Bei- 
yang garrisons. 3. Fujian Ships Administration Bureau. In 1866, Zuo Zongtang 
set up the Ships Administration Bureau in Fuzhou, which was later taken over by 
Shen Baozhen. At the beginning, the plan was to build 16 vessels iz 5 years. 
The plants were built at a cost of 400,000 plus liang and monthly shipbuilding 
cost was 50,000 liang. Production started in 1869, and a total of 15 vessels 
was built by 1874. By this time, the bureau had 16 plants, 3 berths and 1 ship 
slot, with an attached technical bureau. With the plant building cost totaling 
1.35 plus million liang, the bureau was the largest shipyard undertaken by the 
westernization faction. At the beginning, shipbuilding was entirely controlled 
by Frenchman (Riyige) and others. When the contract expired in 1875, it was 
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taken over by the students of the technical bureau. Starting with imitative 
manufacturing of old-type wooden ships, it began in 1876 to build 750-horse- 
power new-type machine iron-side steamships. In 1881, it built 3 2,400-horse- 
power fast patrol ships of 2,200-ton displacement for the Nanyang Navy, the 
largest naval vessels built by China itself at that time. 4. Tianjin Machine 
Bureau. Training new-style troops in Zhiii in 1866, Yi Xin ordered Beiyang 
Minister of Commerce Chong Hou to establish a machine bureau in Tianjin. The 
east and west bureaus were preliminary completed in the eighties. Not long 
thereafter, Li Hongzhang took over and expanded the project. By the first 

half of the eighties, a total of 1.1 plus million liang was spent. The Tianjin 
Machine Bureau mainly produced ammunition and weapons to supply the Huai Army 
and the Zhili troops now under Li Hongzhang's command. The plants of the four 
bureaus each had its own special functions. Concurrently making guns and can- 
nons, ammunition and steamships, the Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau was the 

most comprehensive in its functions. The Jinling Machine Bureau mainly pro- 
duced cannons, the Tianjin Machine Bureau made gunpowder and shells, and the 
Fujian Ships Administration Bureau specialized in building steamships. Toge- 
ther, they formed the mainstay of China's early military industry. 


The bureaus and their plants, regardless of the size, were all run by the 
government. Their initial cost and annual expenses were allocated by the 
government. The greater part of the guns and cannons, ammunition and steam- 
ships produced by them were directly allocated to the Xiang and Huai Armies 
and the coastal provinces, while the smaller part was traded to the provinces 
under the name of rendering financial assistance or sold to them for a price. 
The outlays were reimbursed or disbursed according to routine expense accounts. 
The cost of production was never computed, and even less attention was given 
to efficiency. Each bureau and plant was a government office, with a horde of 
high and low bureaucrats. Above them, there were the governor-generals and 
governor-supervisors, known as commissioners. Within the bureaus and plants, 
there were, in operation and management, such personnel as general managers, 
assistant managers, submanagers, titiao, commissioners and affairs managers, 
and in charge of production, Chinese and foreign supervisors, chief foremen, 
chief inspectors, chief engineers, foremen, team leaders and chief artisans. 
In addition, there were also aides: and deputies who received salaries but 
performed no work. The structure was ponderous, filled with redundant person- 
nel. Take the Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau and Fujian Ships Administration 
Bureau for instance: In Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau, each time there was 4 
new general manager, he would follow the same routine and add 30 or 40 trusted 
commissioners and affairs managers, ever increasing the personnel. In regard 
to expenses, the salaries of the Chinese and foreign personnel often consti- 
tuted 10 percent or,more of the total expenses, and as high as 20 percent or 
more in some years. The minister of the Fujian Ships Administration Bureau 
appointed an excessive number of personnel, and the successive persons in 
charge each brought in a group of people. There were only additions, never 
dismissal. As a result, a large portion of the shipbuilding fund was spent on 
salaries, not on produc tion. In some plants, troops were detailed to serve 
as workers, and the military management system was follow2d. In Fujian Ships 
Administration Bureau, for instance, "able-bodied units" were formed, and the 
system of troop management was completely followed to control the hired laborers 
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and helpers. Minister of the bureau Shen Baozhen declared in 1868: The daily 
800 or 900 hired laborers and helpers must be controlled by military law before 
we can prevent them from becoming careless and sloppy and unmanageable. There 
will be a corporal for each file of 10 and a leader for every 5 files, and 
diligent and able soldiers will be assigned to command them. Their sleeping 
quarters, kitchens and toilets will be strictly checked. Ramparts will be 
built along the mountains, roughly like barracks. Some bureaus and plants 
prohibited the men from coming and going freely; others set up criminal courts 
and openly administered punishments. Without any freedom, the workers encoun- 
tered bureaucratic oppression everywhere. China's feudal era had long had 
handicrafts run by the government. Making only certain products needed by the 
aristocrats and bureaucrats, all were operated by the government. The modern 
military industry at present remained basically a sort of feudal governmental 
enterprise. The only difference was the production of firearms by new techno- 
logy. In 1865 and 1876, Li Hongzhang repeatedly asked the Qing government for 
its attention: Military industry must be strictly controlled. If certain 
people in remote areas surreptitiously learn the foreign ways and successfully 
manufacture sharp weapons, once they rise up and revolt, government troops 
will not be able to resist them. "Eve time I think of it, I cannot help but 
rise suddenly and heave a long sigh." He also said that foreign machinery 
could also be used to manufacture farming, textile, printing and ceramic 
implements, not just firearms. After its introduction into China, the rich 
merchants would use it to seek profit. The government must issue orders and 
ban its use to make such things as electric wires and firearms. The personnel 
engaged in manufacturing guns and cannons in the bureaus and plants must also 
be constantly checked. Such psychology of fear against the people made the 
production and management of military industry even more feudal than the 
government operated old-style handicraft industry. 


To train a new-type army and establish plants and bureaus, foreign personnel 
must first be engaged, “borrowing material from foreign land." The training 
of the navy and army mainly depended on foreign officers. The military indus- 
try, from the purchase of machinery, its installation and operation, to pro- 
duction and manufacturing, completely depended on foreign technicians. The 
employment of foreign personnel cost the tremendous sum of 100,000 plus liang 
to several times that much annually. According to incomplete statistics, from 
the sixties to the first half of the eighties, the cost of hiring foreign 
personnel and artisans by the Huai Army and Beiyang Coastal Defense and the 
Jiangnan Manufacturing, Tianjin Machine Bureau and Fujian Ships Administration 
Bureau through the years came to 3 million plus liang. With the cost for 
hiring foreign personnel and artisans by the Nanyang Coastal Defense and the 
training of troops and establishment of bureaus by the various provinces on 
top thereof, the total should come to 4 million plus liang. The figure was 
approximately equivalent to the grand total of the money for plant building 
and expansion of Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau, Fujian Ships Administration 
Bureau and Jinling Machine Bureau through the years. In other words, it would 
have been sufficient to build three more bureaus and their plants of the same 
scale. A part of the control power of westernization actually fell into the 
hands of the highly paid foreigners, such as Frenchman (Riyige), commissioner 
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of customs of Fujian Ships Administration Bureau, and (Mitoshi), British con- 
sular officer of Tianjin Machine Bureau. Beginning with its predecessor, the 
artillery bureau in Shanghai and then Suzhou, Jinling Machine Bureau was con- 
trolled by Englishman Margary for more than 10 years. Foreign artisans were 
in charge of the shipbuilding and manufacturing work of Jiangnan Manufacturing 
Bureau. Though the Beiyang Navy was spared the fate of being handed over to 
Hart, the chief commissioner of customs, it was later controlled by English 
officer (Langweili) and others. Under the management of foreign personnel, 
most of the imported equipment and production technology were obsolete and 
backward. Some people among the westernization faction also pointed out that 
what the Fujian Ships Administration Bureau followed was the old ways of 
France; what the Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau followed was the old ways of 
England; what the Beiyang Shipyard and the various bureaus of naval machinery 
followed was the old ways of Eng} d and Germany. They all kept to a set 
pattern, without any innovation. At that time the Kangbang new machine and 
iron-side had long been introduced in Western shipbuilding, yet the Fujian 
Ships Administration Bureau only began to do imitative manufacturing in 1876, 
after the withdrawal of the foreign personnel. While the foreign countries 
had long changed to breech-loaders, Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau still made 
muzzle-loaders. Though it also changed to breech-loading later on, it was 
unable to manufacture the new-type. The products of the military industry 
were mostly inferior in quality. In charge of Jinling Machine Bureau, English- 
man (Mageli) manufactured cannons for the Dagu Fort. Shipped to the fort in 
1875, they immediately exploded when fired and turned into piles of scrap 
metal. 


Westernization activities were a manifestation of reliance on foreign coun- 
tries. When it came to equipment and finished products, large sums were spent 
on foreign purchases, while manufacturing at home was scorned. According to 
incomplete statistics, from the early sixties to the first half of the eighties, 
the funds for purchasing foreign ships, cannons, firearms and ammunition to- 
taled approximately 20 million plus liang, while the funds directly devoted to 
manufacturing (including the cost of foreign material and shipping) for the 
same period only came to 14 million liang, or only 2/3 of the funds for pur- 
chasing. Some people advocated large-scale imitative manufacturing of new- 
type ships and apparatuses, but Li Hongzhang rejected it categorically as 
ignorant talk. He said: As the machineries and artisans of China's bureaus 
and plants are incomplete, manufacturing is easier said than done. Among the 
many plants in the West, yg can select freely, and buying is far more conve- 
nient than manufacturing. The bureaus and plants only copied old-type ships 
and apparatuses and made ammunition, and China imported all its new-type ships, 
cannons and firearms from foreign countries. Furthermore, it relied on 
foreigners to buy on its behalf. Preparing to organize the Nanyang and Beiyang 
Coastal Defenses, Yi Xin, Li Hongzhang and Shen Baozhen, at the beginning, 
relied entirely on Hart and others to buy ships and cannons on their behalf. 
They felt that sending Chinese personnel to do the purchasing would make it 
more complicated and add to the cost. Once someone going abroad was requested 
to find out directly from English plants the cost of gunboats. Hearing about 
it, Hart was greatly disturbed, claiming that it was an indication of dis- 
trust. Li Hongzhang and Yi Xin immediately changed their minds. The 10 plus 


26 








gunboats purchased by Hart for the Qing government at a cost of 2 or 3 mil- 
lion liang were all old-type vessels. Li Hongzhang was forced to admit that 
it would be dj§ficult for these vessels either to bot the target or to effect 
self-defense, and that matters would be bungled. Other provinces mostly 
ordered ships, cannons and firearms from the foreign merchants in Shanghai and 
Hong Kong. The foreign merchants were bent solely on profit, and the ships 
and cannons purchased through them were either mixed models, the inferior 
passed off as the superior, or ghsolete items after the exporting countries 


had changed to new-type products. Some merchants bought the old stock at a 
cheap price and misrepresented it as newly manufactus@d, while others inflated 
the price of the cheap merchandise imported by then. The abuses were innu- 


merable, and large sums of the state were squandered. 


When a backward country wishes to change its status quo, it is entirely neces- 
Sary to import advanced technology from foreign countries and to buy some 
foreign products which it is unable to produce for the time being, and it can- 
not be criticized for doing so. The key is to preserve sovereignty. In the 
various westernization undertakings, the westernization faction of the land- 
owner class relied on foreign countries in all matters, without any indepen- 
dence and self-determination, because the landowner state had long iost its 
sovereignty. Since they placed the cause of their own class on the foundation 
of reliance on foreign countries, they could only turn themselves more and 
more into compradors. The close combination of the feudal and comprador qua- 
lities was the dominant characteristic of the westernization faction and their 
activities. . 

Yi Xin, Zeng Guofan and Li Hongzhang vigorously promoted westernization acti- 
vities, but other high bureaucrats and aristocrats, such as Grand Secretary 
Wei Ren and others, vigorously opposed them. Just as reactionary in politics 
and extremely stubborn and conservative in ideology, the latter group was the 
diehard faction in the Qing government opposed to the westernization faction. 
They opposed without exception the new-type army and navy, the modern military 
industry, and indust-ial, mining, communication and transportation enterprises 
for civilian use and all the related activities. Their reasons were: 1. Ail 
the advanced science and technology of the West are "clever and bizarre 
tricks." 2. Learning from foreign countries is equivalent to remolding Chi- 
nese culture with foreign culture, "changing the Chinese by means of the bar- 
barian." 3. Ever since ancient times, China's astronomy and mathematics have 
not lagged behind, and there is no need to learn from the West. 4. Once 
machinery and technology are spread into China, they can be utilized by the 
people to make weapons, which will be a most dangerous thing. In 1866, Wei 
Ren submitted a memo to the emperor opposing the creation of Tongwen Hall, on 
ground that the essence of building a country is ethics and loyalty, not tac- 
tics and trickery. Whether in ancient times or today, there has never been a 
dynasty which could avert its decline by means of technology. If we actually 
make the barbarians our teachers for the sake of acquiring some minor technical 
skills, it will inevitably cause China's scholars to "change and follow the 
barbarians."' When the upright influence fails to prevail, the evil influence 
will spread. It will not,take more than a few years to force China's scholars 
to turn into barbarians. Imperial Censor Zhang Shengzao said in his memo to 
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the emperor: If the court wishes to become strong and prosperous, there is no 
better way than reinforcing the laws, meting out rewards and punishments 
Sttictly and fairly and seeking and employing able persons. Those following 
the orthodox way by passing the examinations, "studying the books of Confucius 
and Mencius and learning the ways of Emperors Yao and Shun," are the most use- 
ful talents for the country. When Tongwen Hall wants them to learn astronomy 
and mathematics and seek such skills as manufacturing steamships and foreign 
guns, it is actually stressing fame and profit ged scorning integrity. Putting 
the cart before the horse, it is bound to fail. When discussing coastal 
defense in 1875, Administrative Commissioner Yu Lingchen opposed manufacturing 
foreign implements and making foreign ships, on ground that, in order to do so, 
they must learn foreign knowledge which would lead to the extent of taking 
foreign knowledge as the criterion of employment. By then, "is there anything 
more humiliating than making the foreigners our teachers?" In 1867, in his 
memo to the Qing government, a candidate for departmental magistrate of Zhili 
region said: When it comes to astronomy and mathematics, China is the best; 
when it comes to skills and techniques, China is the most complete. Western 
knowledge of steamships and machinery may not be comparable to ours. China's 
land is vast and its population large. Is it conceivable that we cannot find 
people in astronomy and mathematics who excel the Westerners? Wei Ren also 
declared: If we must have astronomy and mathematics, we will, by searching 
extensively in, ghina, find proficient people. "Why must we make the barbarians 
our teachers?" In 1875, the comment of a diehard bureaucrat on learning 
technology and manufacturing machinery was: Strict prohibition of private 
casting of guns and cannons and private caching of firearms is naturally cor- 
rect. By extensively recruiting people to learn about machinery, those people 
will teach others in turn, and the country will be filled with machinery. We 
can encourage everyone to learn about humanity, justigg, loyalty and faith, 
but we must not permit many people to study firearms. As late as 1884, 
Cabinet Scholar Xu Zhixiang submitted a special memo to the emperor: It has 
been more than 10 years since the creation of the Nanyang and Beiyang Machine 
Bureaus and the Fujian Ships Administration Bureau, at. a cost of no less than 
20 or 30 million liang, yet they end up by being useless. Now some people 
advocate adding the subject of technology in the examination system. It must 
be firmly checked. If not, perhaps in the future there will be suggestions to 
build railways and manufacture balloons," and one has no tdea where it will 
all end. Comments of this nature fully indicated that, muddleheaded and 
idiotic, they were completely ignorant of the world situation. They continued 
to wallow in conceit and arrogance, bragging about "barbarians in all direc- 
tions submitting themselves to the court" and "10,000 countries coming to pay 
tribute," and stubbornly held on to the feudal dogmas, opposing science and 
all new things. 


The reactionaryism of the westernization faction and its undertakings was not 
in learning and importing advanced science and technology from the West, but 

in their capitulationism abroad and suppression of the people's revolutionary 
struggles at home, in order to maintain the shaky feudal system and feudal 
control. Precisely in these two aspects rested the fundamental identity of 

the diehard and westernization factions. The diehards were often impassioned 
against foreign aggression and clamored for resistance, such as "the barbarians 
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are our enemies" and "we must not forget the enemies even for one day and the 
humiliations suffered by us." However, all they did was to utter hollow words, 
and they had no intention to take practical action. When the westernization 
faction advocated capitulating to the foreigners, besides continuing to ex- 
press discontent, they accepted the status quo completely. In 1872, diehard 
bureaucrat Song Jin opposed manufacturing steamships, declaring grandiloquent- 
ly: If steamships are a preparation to resist foreign countries, then, since 
China and the foreign countries have long attained peace, we should not do 
anything which may provoke the foreigners. If they are to be used for fighting 
the foreign countries,,then, we can rest assured that Chinese steamships cannot 
compete against them. According to this view, there was no need to make any 
effort. They would wait for the foreign invaders to fight their way in and 
kneel down and surrender. Therefore, the opposition to importing Western 
science and technology on the part of the diehard faction was actually not a 
desire for independence and self-determination, but approval of capitulation. 


Arguing against the fallacious views of the diehard faction, the westerniza- 
tion faction at times appeared to be just and forceful. Yi Xin answered Wei 
Ren and others: You do not propose any practical means, but only make such 
remarks as using loyalty and faith as the armor and propriety and morality as 
the weapon, feeling that you will thus outmaneuver the enemy.agver glasses of 
wine and send him to his doom. I really cannot believe you. Westernization 
commentator Ma Jianzhong discussed the diehard advocacy of war: They fail to 
analyze the reasons for war or seek the material preparations for victory. 
They feel that, only by bringing out the classics of ancient times, copying 
certain stories of Han and Tang, and expressing their views, they will casti- 
gate Japan.and Russia and whip England and America. There is no such thing in 
the world. Such arguments against the diehards indicated that the westerni- 
zation faction believed that promoting the study of Western languages, import- 
ing foreign machinery and technology and undertaking industry and mining were 
completely proper, without anything wrong. However, in regard to the views of 
Wei Ren and others, they admitted that "their meaning is lofty and their argu- 
ments just," and explained that the goal of learning Western science and tech- 
nology was “merely for the purpose of verifying the Chinese ways by means of 
the Western ways, and not abandoning the principles of the sages for the wrong 
road." On the issue of the capitalist system, the attitudes of the westerni- 
zation and diehard fac tions were basically the same. Though they did not have 
the concept of capitalism, they realized that the machinery and technology of 
foreign countries would produce an influence on China's social production. 
Machinery would produce firearms, which would be very dangerous to start with, 
and machinery was the product of the Western social system, viz., capitalism. 
Such system ran counter to China's national conditions, and therefore was not 
acceptable. Once machinery filled the country, the rich merchants and promi- 
nent businessmen would produce for profit, and it would be an even graver 
danger to the feudal system. Therefore, restrictions must be enforced at 
every level. On the basic issue of opposing national capitalism and preserving 
the feudal system, the standpoint of the westernization faction was also that 
of the diehard faction. The essential difference between them was that the 
diehard faction was more feudal in nature, while the westernization faction 
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was more comprador in nature. Within the Qing government which performed the 
function of maintaining the semi-colonial and semi-feudal regime, the two 
forces could work in complete coordination with each other. 


The Empress Dowager relied on the westernization faction to promote westerni- 
zation activities, pleasing the foreigners abroad and strengthening her ruling 
power at home. She also permitted the diehard faction to oppose the westerni- 
zation activities, calling such opposition "clear comments" and "just views," 
in order to prevent the westernization faction from becoming too powerful. 

The two factions mutually attacked and ehecked each other, while she manipu- 
lated and utilized, restricted them in all their actions and kept them within 
bounds. Li Hongzhang complained time and again: The vision of the group of 
people in the capital is limited. Acting pettishly day in and day out, they 
are afraid that too little attention is given to the domestic and too much to 
the foreign, and they scheme to strip the power of the generals and frontier 
officers. Clear cemmenting has already done its damage, and who should be 
responsible for it? He then said: The country of Japan is under the control 
of one monarch, yet its subjects exert themselves with one mind, and its 
financial power and talents continuously improve. In China's imperial court, 
what is discussed in the morning is changed in the evening and what is under- 
taken in the forenoon is gpspended in the afternoon. Just what the future 
holds is hard to predict. I only hope to continue in the same old rut, go 
through the motions and drift along for a decade or more “until the new emperor 
(indicating Emperor Guangxu) personally takes over the reins of the govern- 
ment.” do not know whether we can hold out until then without any serious 
mishaps. The conflict between the diehard and westernization factions in 

the Qing government continued for a period, at times violent. With the in- 
crease in the enterprises promoted by the westernization faction, its contacts 
with the foreign aggressors became ever more numerous. As a result, its power 
far surpassed that of the diehard faction, and it occupied a dominant position. 


All founders of the westernization cause, Zeng Guofan, Zuo Zongtang and Li 
Hongzhang, in their activities, each formed his own clique. Li Hongzhang 
started the largest number of westernization enterprises, and the Huai clique 
with him as the key man was the most powerful. He used the duai Army as his 
capital and, after 1870, he was entrenched for a long time in the position of 
governor-general of Zhili and minister of Belyang, actually in complete control 
of the westernization cause. He considered the military industry created by 
him the lifeline of the Huai Army and controlled it firmly. In 1866, he was 
transferred away from his position as the governor-general of the Jiangnan 
Provinces [Jiangxi, Jiangsu and Anhui], but still supervised . the Jiangnan 
Manufacturing Bureau. Required to allocate a part of the weapons and ammuni- 
tion produced by it to the Huai Army, the Jinling Machine Bureau was regarded 
for a long time as an auxiliary to the Huai army. By the first half of the 
eighties, Li Hongzhang was in control of six plants and bureaus engaged in 
modern military industry, and the cost of their creation and expansion totaled 
approximately 4 million liang, which was more than 50 percent of the building 
cost of military industry in the entire country. The warlords of the Huai 
clique became the largest westernization clique in the country. At the very 
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beginning, Zeng Guofan cooperated with Li Hongzhang to create the Jiangnan 
Manufacturing Bureau. After returning to his position as governor-general 

of the Jiangnan Provinces in 1866, he controlled jointly with Li Hongzhang 

the Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau and the Jinling Machine Bureau, and expanded 
the Nanyang maritime forces. Zeng Guofan died a relatively early death, and 
the Xiang Army commanded by the Zeng brothers was either disbanded or wiped 
out. The westernization enterprises built by the Zeng clique failed to make 
any independent development. Zuo Zong tang possessed the Xiang Army of the Zuo 
clique and also controlled for a long time the Fujian Ships Administration 
Bureau. He relied on the bureau to manufacture and purchase all kinds of 
ships and cannons and created the Nanyang Navy. Appointed as governor-gen- 
eral of the Jiangnan Provinces in 1881, he acquired a part of the authority 
over the Jiangnan Manufacturing Bureau and the Jinling Machine Bureau. Remain- 
ing in the Northwest for an extended period of time, his contact with the 
foreign aggressors was not as close as that of Li Hongzhang, the number of 
westernization enterprises started by him not as numerous, and the arms and 
equipment of the Xiang Army of the Zuo clique not as fine as those of the Huai 
Army. For these reasons, the power of the Zuo clique could not match that of 
the Li clique. 


The spheres of activities of the various cliques of the westernization faction 
were different, and the foreign countries relied on by them were also not the 
same. Li Hongzhang mainly relied on England, and subsequently linked up with 
Germany at the same time. Zuo Zongtang mainly depended on France, and subse- 
quently also formed ties with Germany. Zeng Guofan associated with America 
and England. The aggressor countries competed with one another in China, 
while the various cliques of the westernization faction also conflicted with 
and attacked one another. To win French support, Zuo Zongtang did his best to 
put in a good word for France and asked the Qing government to pay serious 
attention to its role, in preparation for obtaining foreign aid in the fu- 
ture. On the other hand, he attacked England: England is treacherous and 
crafty and does not sincerely help the Qing government. In additdon, it is 
"Jealous of our capabilities and pleased with our shortcomings." When France 
helped Zuo Zongtang establish the Fujian Ships Administration Bureau, England 
tried to sabotage it. Hart and the Fuzhou commissioner of customs first 
wanted to have a share in the bureau, but failed to attain their goal. There- 
upon, they attacked (Riyige), the French general supervisor of the bureau, 
saying that he was deliberately hoodwinking Zuo Zongtang by claiming that the 
Chinese would learn to,manufacture and operate steamships in 5 years, and that 
he would not succeed. Subsequently, when the shipyard was built and steam- 
ships manufactured, Li Hongzhang stepped forward to make accusations: Zuo 
Zongtang relies solely on (Riyige) to build and operate the Fujian shipyard. 
The models of the ships and mac jnery are all obsolete, and the steamships 
built by him are very unwieldy. Hart also charged that the SS "Kangde" 
built by the bureau was unsafe and impractical. The conflicts and struggles 
among the foreign aggressors were intertwined with the squabbles among the 
high level bureaucrats of the westernization faction, reflecting the close 
ties of the various westernization cliques with the particular foreign powers 
relied on by them. England, which backed Li Hongzhang, was the most powerful 
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among the big powers struggling over China, and it was one of the reasons for 
Li Hongzhang to be the strongest man in the westernization faction. 


The emergence of the westernization faction and its cliques and the modern 
military industry indicated profound changes within China's ruling class. 1. 
For the first time in history, differentiation in the economic components of 
China's landowner class occurred. 2. China's first-generation modern warlords 
emerged. 3. The previously constantly split feudal cliques due to conflict of - 
interest in the ruling class now began to split into cliques serving as the 
tools of foreign aggression. 


When deciding to undertake modern military industry, Yi Xin, Zeng Guofan and 
Li Hongzhang, at the beginning, stressed "forming long-range strategies," 
"fighting foreign countries" and “resisting foreign aggression" alongside with 
the emphasis on “exterminating the Fa and Nian troops," “pacifying China" and 
“promptly suppressing the bandits," thus reflecting the contradictions between 
the feudal ruling class and the broad masses and those between it and the 
foreign aggressors. When the two goals were mentioned together, it indicated 
that the Qing rulers were confronted simultaneously with the issue of the 
class contradiction and that of the national contradiction. But the situation 
was greatly different from the period of the second Opium War. At that time, 
the Qing government was faced with the high tide of people's uprisings and the 
troops of foreign aggressors at its gate, both “domestic troubles" and "foreign 
invasion," and the situation was extremely critical. The issue of whom to 
attack and whom to surrender to required immediate decision. Now the issue 
was temporarily solved by capitulating to the foreign aggressors and "peace 
between China and the foreign countries." The military industry built by the 
westernization faction at this time was basically only for the purpose of 
reinforcing the suppression and control of the people. Furthermore, the pro- 
ject could only be carried out by a greater reliance on the West. There was 
no country or government among the Western powers which opposed the military 
industry of the Qing government. On the contrary, they always actively sup- 
ported its endeavor to build up arms. It was a fact which explained the issue. 
A conflict continued to exist between the Qing government and the big powers, 
and it was at times very intense. However, it did not originate from the Qing 
government, which had no strength to recover China's sovereignty and change 
the semi-colonial order; it originated from the big powers which demanded more 
concessions from the Qing government, while the latter found it difficult to 
surmount the people's powerful resistance and therefore hazardous to submit to 
the aggressors. Therefore, the so-called "forming long-range strategies," 
"fighting foreign countries" and "resisting foreign aggression" advocated by 
the westernization faction were-clearly negated by the guiding ideology 
announced by it and by its admitted result of practice. 


By 1880, the westernization cause had been pursued for 20 years. According to 
his view, Li Hongzhang summarized the guiding ideology of westernization into 
eight words: "Make peace with the foreigners abroad; introduce political re- 
form at home." To "make peace with the foreigners" was to faithfully abide by 
the unequal treaties and bow to the demands of the aggressors, in exchange for 
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the situation of “living in peace with the foreign countries," and promoting 
westernization activities was the primary condition. In regard to foreign 
invasion, the westernization faction generally followed the policy of non- 
resistance. They advanced all kinds of reasons in defense of nonresistance, 
the main one being the inferiority of China's weapons and techniques. In 1872 
and 1874, Li Hongzhang stated time and again in his memos to the emperor: At 
this late hour, maintaining peace and defending our territory basically cannot 
be accomplished without new-type weapons. Resisting the barbarians and expel- 
ling the foreigners are all sheer unfounded views. Fa, Nian, Miao and Hui 
are all inland people. Though they were extremely courageous and persevering, 
tiieir implements were inferior; therefore, we could exterminate them. The big 
powers are enemy countries and, with powerful weapons and superior technology, 
they excel one another with their military strengths. If China sh yld resist, 
"even if temporarily victorious, the final result will be defeat." In his 
letter to the prime minister's office in 1883 on current affairs, Li Hongzhang 
said: Ever since the Europeans came East, the Asian countries, in the many 
wars, always won firgs and lost later. “The track of an overturned cart should 
serve as a warning." In other words, resisting foreign aggression with 
inferior weapons would result in final defeat even if there were temporary 
victories. It had become an irresistible law. The conclusion was: When 
China does not have anything to rely on, it must not rashly talk about resis- 
tance. There is only one way out: Seek forgign ways and learn to use foreign 
implements, in preparation for independence. Li Hongzhang used the infe- 
riority of weapons and the incapacity to resist foreign aggression as the 
reason for promoting the westernization cause. On the other hand, he used the 
fact that the westernization cause had not been sufficiently developed and 
that the weaponry was still inferior as the excuse to follow the policy of 
nonresistance. By going round in circles, the time to resist foreign aggres- 
sion would never arrive. The “political reform" mentioned by him mainly con- 
sisted of reorganizing the Green Battalions, introducing new-type firearms 

and adding the subject of westernization training in the examination system. 
In "Protests from Xiaobin Cottage," Feng Guifen, the famous westernization 
theoretician who had long suggested suppressing the Taiping rebellion with 
foreign troops, advocated the necessity to “take China's feudal order of im- 
portance and the Confucian ethical code as the foundation, supplemented with 
skills of the various countries, to attain wealth and power." In "Views on 
Westernization,'’ Xue Fucheng, another westernization theoretician, suggested 
"taking the knowledge of implements and the mathematics of the Westerners to 
defend the ways of our Emp¢rors Yao and Shu, Yu and Tang, Wen and Wu and of 
Zhou Gong and Confucius." The substance of the "political reform" advocated 
by Li Hongzhang, Feng Guifen and Xue Fucheng can be summarized into one point: 
Without infringing on the interest of the feudal class, make some minor changes 
and add some capitalist smatterings. In short, under the condition of observ- 
ing the unequal treaties, submitting to foreign control and keeping the vital 
interest of the feudal system intact, the Qing government should utilize 
Western science and technology to replenish its strengths, suppress the 
people's revolution and protect the regime. It was the guiding ideology of 
the westernization faction. In other words, "becoming strong," "independence," 
"forming long-range strategies," "fighting foreign countries and "resisting 
foreign aggression" advocated by them had long vanished without a trace. 
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The practical result of the war industry admitted by the westernization faction 
itself was also thus. Li Hongzhang's Huai army possessed the best equipment 
and cost the most money. Many criticized him for compromising with and sui- 
rendering to foreign aggression and for the corruption and untrustworthiness 

of the Huai Army. Li Hongzhang defended himself in many ways, but more than 
once he admitted that, if the Huai Army should encounter "inland bandits," he 
was sure that it would win, but if it came up against foreign attack, "the 
outcome cannot be predicted," but it would not panic and flee upon hearing of 
the enemy. Though the arms and ammunition of the Tianjin Huai Army were not 
small, jn quantity, “when it comes to fighting against the West, it is hard to 
say." The Zhili troops "may be used to exterminate int 1 bandits, but 
whether they can resist external aggression is not clear™ --probably airight. 
Ding Richang, an important member of the westernization faction, was more 
blunt: The ghips and cannons "can subjugate internal bandits, but not external 
aggression." What he referred to was the result of the military industry of 
the westernization faction after one or two decades. One can thus see that 

the character of the military industry was only an extension ot borrowing 
foreign troops and buying foreign arms to "exterminate the Fa and Nian rebel- 
lions" and "subjugate the bandits," and not the simultaneous starting point of 
"forming long-range strategies" and "fighting foreign countries." 


The political power of a state includes two functions: Dictatorship at home 
and defense of sovereignty against the outside. Military strength is the main 
component of the state machine. Whether reinforcing the army, navy or other 
branches of service, whatever which can produce an influence outside can pro- 
duce an influence at home. One cannot imagine that the navy has only an ex- 
ternal role, not an internal one. By firmly undertaking modern military in- 
dustry and thereafter building ships and railways, the westernization faction 
indeed manifested a considerable spirit of "innovation." It was even more so 
when contrasted against the diehard faction. The meaning of innovation, how- 
ever, must be determined by its concrete content. The westernization faction 
did not aim at. national independence; on the contrary, it "innovated" toward 
the semi-colonial path. Almost at the same time, there was Japan's Meiji Res- 
toration in the East, which followed a different path. In comparison, the 
reactionaryism of the westernization faction and the westernization cause be- 
comes even easier to recognize. 


Science and technology belong in the realm of the social productive forces. 

By importing modern science and technology from the West, the westernization 
faction brought in a new kind of social productive forces which was not accep- 
table to the feudal productive relations. It would inevitably hasten the col- 
lapse of the feudal productive relations and promote the emergence of the new 
ones. In this sense, the westernization cause objectively had its progressive 
effect. Such were the contradictions of things! The activities of the west- 
ernization faction eventually created a number of objective conditions and 
feasibilities for the emergence of the modern capitalist industry in China. 


1. Beginning in the seventies, Li Hongzhang and others expanded the military 
industry to civilian use. Some of the landowners, bureaucrats and merchants 
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began to invest in modern industry. It became one of the patterns of the brith 
of China's capitalist industry. 


2. Promoting the westernization cause required training scientific and tech- 
nical personnel. The westernization faction took a number of commensurate 
measures. In 1861, Yi Xin created Tongwen Hall in Beijing, selected children 
of the 8 Banners under 13 or 14 years of age to learn English, French and 
Russian and engaged foreign teachers to teach in various schools. After study- 
ing for 5 years, the,students were able “to understand foreign writing and 
foreign languages." By studying foreign implements and seeking Western 
knowledge, a breach was made in the feudal culture of several thousand years, 
and the capitalist social theories of the West spread into China. In terms of 
its ideological origin, the early reformism of the bourgeoisie was partly so 
fostered from here on. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


NEED FOR CONTROL OF FAMILY PLANNING STRESSED 
Experiences in Anhui 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 17 Sep 81 p 3 


[Article by Wei Xinyi [7614 1800 0001]: "Unified Control of Family Planning by 
Leadership at All Levels in Dingyuan County"] 


[Text] Editorial note: Here are some excerpts from a letter 
written by Wei Xinyi, vice governor of Anhui Province and 
addressed to the Anhui Provincial People's Government. The 
letter concisely described how the party and government lead- 
ership has exercised unified control on the work of family 
planning after practicing the system of responsibility for 
agricultural production. It also put forward several sugges- 
tions on further improving this work for the reference of 
various localities. 


During the last 10 days of May, I went to Dingyuan County, Anhui Province, to 
attend a meeting on the work of family planning for Suxian Prefecture. After 
hearing reports from several counties, particularly Dingyuan County, I had the 
impression that the situation turned out to be better than expected and that 
everything was going well. Despite a population upswing this year, the original 
plan of keeping the natural population growth rate below 1 percent can still 
materialize provided several more serious efforts are made. A summary of the 
report on the work is as follows: 


I. Population Growth Can Be Controlled Provided Comprehensive Measures Are 
Carried Out With Perseverance 


During the first quarter of this year, there were some 8,500 births in Suxian 
Prefecture at a birth rate of 0.256 percent. The birth rate in Dingyuan County 
was 0.181 percent. In the whole prefecture, the number of births was 1,938 less 
than that of the same period last year. There were several reasons for this 
decrease: First, a firm foundation laid last year; second, continued efforts 
this year; and third, the practical measures adopted. After the efforts of last 
year and the first 4 months of this year, some 64,000 women in Dingyuan County, 
or 83.5 percent of all women of child-bearing age, were either sterilized or 
given contraceptives. The rate of single births was raised to above 50 percent, 
and the number of artificial abortions was reduced. This shows that as long as 
we keep up our efforts, population growth can be brought under control. 
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II. Dingyuan County Adopted New Measures for Family Planning After Practicing 
Responsibility System 


The first year of family planning in Dingyuan County has been a success and its 
experiences were of a general nature. The methods used were: encouragement of 
all party members to “attend to two different types of production at the same 
time"; ideological education on the need to be concerned with livelihood and 
propaganda work against the preference of male to female children; reward for 
having one child and penalty for excessive births as a matter of policy to win 
people's confidence; use of contraceptives to be supplemented by artificial abor- 
tion and sterilization; a strict demand on the quality of birth-control surgery 
to guard against untoward incidents; and so forth. All these methods were suc- 
cessfully carried out in Dingyuan County. What was even more admirable was that 
after setting up the system of responsibility for production, the leadership of 
the county adopted the following new measures: 


First, family planning and production tasks were combined to be included in the 
responsibility system. Various tasks of production, selling agricultural sideline 
products to the state, and collection of loans were stipulated in contracts in 
which, the number of workpoints for each task assigned to cadres of communes, pro- 
duction brigades and production teams, the reward for above-quota points and the 
penalty for failure to fulfill the quota were all specified. Family planning 
obligations was also included in the contract. If the birth rate was above 0.1 
percent, 10 percent of the total workpoints would be deducted; on the contrary, 

if it was below 0.1 percent, 10 percent would be added to the total points. The 
people said: "Family planning is the decisive factor." 


Secondly, since the establishment of the system of responsibility for production, 
the methods of implementing policies have also changed. Workpoints have been re- 
placed by cash as a reward and penalty, and the health-care subsidies are no 
longer appropriated out of the public welfare fund. Instead, they are paid by 
the production brigade according to an overall arrangement. 


Thirdly, there was a unified control by the leadership at each level. Cadres 
were required to set good personal examples, while rewards and punishments had 

to be fair and just. The system of "four responsibilities, four leading roles 
and four priority arrangements" was widely practiced in Dingyuan County. This 
system means "responsibility for oneself, responsibility for one's children, 
responsibility for one's relatives and friends, and responsibility for the ful- 
fillment of duty; leading role in propaganda, leading role in work, leading role 
in receiving [sterilization] surgery, and leading role in [family planning] 
registration; and priority of party over league, priority of cadres over masses, 
priority of oneself over others, and priority of relatives over neighbors [all 
in promoting family planning]." In fact, family planning in the county was under 
the unified control of the county party committee and the county government, but, 
the chairman of the county federation of women and the female cadres of the pro- 
duction brigades also assisted in ideological and organizational work. They re- 
ceived remunerations for their work and the amount of remunerations varied 
according to the number of participants in the family planning program. There 
were rewards and punishments as well as clearly defined duties. A deputy secre- 
tary of the county CYL committee did not participate in the program and was, as 
a result, relieved of her duty. 
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Fourthly, strong support was given to the commune and production brigade, or team 
cadres in giving reward or meting out punishment according to established rules. 
In carrying out family planning, the cadres had "five fears": fear of untoward 
incidents, fear of law violations, fear of committing the mistake of commandisn, 
fear of letters [of complaint] from the people, and fear of offending others. 

The key to encouraging cadres in their work was propaganda and education, in- 
cluding a clear explanation that rewarding and punishing people according to 
established rules could not be charged as commandism. The people also said: 
"Vigorous policies are not to be feared as long as they are fair. If the cadres 
will take the lead, we will certainly willingly follow." 


In my opinion, the above four measures should be recommended to the communes and 
production brigades and teams where every family is charged with a responsibility. 


III. Several Recommendations 


(1) By now, the majority of cadres have realized the importance and urgency of 
family planning, and the broad masses no longer entertain the idea of having a 
third child. In Suxian Prefecture, the rate of excessive child-bearing dropped 

a little in the lst quarter this year, but still remained as high as 47 percent. 
Among them, 30 percent gave birth to a 2d child (33 percent in Dingyuan County). 
This was a problem as well as a key issue. Therefore, we have to resort to three 
methods: first, the cadres, party and league members should take the lead; 
second, publicity and education should be promoted; and third, the policy of re- 
ward and punishment should be enforced. Most important of all, the leadership 
must be resolute in encouraging every couple to have only one child, and make 
every effort to reduce the rate of excessive births. To do a meticulous job in 
ideological and educational work, we must therefore be very careful in solving 
the problem of, and making rational arrangements for some commune members (includ- 
ing party and league members and cadres) who want to have a second child because 
of real difficulties, provided their requests are in line with policies. 


(2) The use of contraceptives should be encouraged, because this is a good method 
to avoid child-bearing. 


(3) The statistics of family planning are now based on the natural growth rate 
of population as the criterion; this is not a scientific one. According to this 
way of calculation, a high death rate would be misconstrued as a success in 
family planning. Therefore, the use of the natural population growth rate cannot 
be practical and should be replaced by the birth rate and one-birth rate as a 
yardstick for the work of family planning in each locality. 


Commentator on ‘Open Letter' 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 24 Sep 81 p 1 
[Commentator's article: Further Improve the Work of Family Planning"] 
[Text] Exactly 1 year has passed since the publication of CCP Central Committee's 
"Open Letter to All CCP and CYL Members Concerning the Control of Our Population 


Growth." During this year, the broad masses of CCP and CYL members, and particu- 
larly the cadres at various levels, warmly responded to the call and took the lead 
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in having only one child. By now, more than 10 million couples throughout the 
country have obtained the one-child certificates. 


Remarkable progress was made in various aspects of the work last year. This year, 
the State Council established the State Family Planning Commission to provide 
more active leadership to the work of family planning. This work has since been 
included in the agendas of important meetings of party and government leading 
organs at various levels, and active elements among the cadres have been selected 
to take charge of the work. Acting in accordance with the spirit of the "Open 
Letter," these cadres have carried out a great deal of ideological and organiza- 
tional work in promoting family planning, while the technical personnel of the 
medical, public health, female and child protection departments energetically 
served the masses by providing technical guidance and producing high-quality 
contraceptives in the forms of pills or devices, according to the policy of 
"prevention first." More and more people, including party and league members, 
have decided to have only one child. The work of family planning is now taking 
on a new outlook; the situation is very good. 


Practicing family planning in an effort to keep our population below 1.2 billion 
by the turn of the century is a strategic decision by the party Central Committee. 
This decision is based on our present population, the trend of its development 
and other realities in our country and is therefore consistent with the conditions 
of our country. We have a huge population, little farmland, a young age composi- 
tion, and a backward economy and culture. The standard of living for the people 
is low, and the average amount of natural resources possessed by each individual 
is small. An excessive growth of population will bring more problems in food, 
clothing, housing, transportation, education, public health and employment, and 

it will be difficult for the state to overcome poverty and backwardness within 

a brief period. The "Open Letter" explicitly pointed out: The advocation that 
each couple should have but one child is an important measure with a bearing on 
the speed and outcome of our modernization and the health and happiness of our 
future generations. It is consistent with the long-range as well as immediate 
interests of all people. We can never take the work of family planning lightly, 
but must carefully attend to it as a matter of great importance. We must take 
positive and systematic action to lower the growth rate of our population. 


There are now two difficulties in the way of our population control. First, our 
population base is large. The national population has already approached 1 bil- 
lion, and, according to the age composition, 65 percent of the total population 
are below 30 years of age. Hereafter, more than 20 million people will get 
married and beget children each year. If we do not strongly insist that each 
couple should have but one child and, instead, allow the population to grow un- 
checked, it will greatly add to the problems of the four modernizations and make 
the task of improving people's livelihood difficult. Therefore, the urgent task 
now is to practice family planning and to lower the birth rate with great efforts. 


Secondly, the work of family planning is by no means easy. Among a section of 
the population, such old feudal ideas and erroneous concepts as "the greatest 
filial impiety is the failure to have a male offspring," and "a son is better 
than a daughter" are still very much alive. In some families, particularly 
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the families in rural areas, there are also certain real difficulties. However, 
inspired by the "Open Letter," the family planning workers are prepared to defy 
all difficulties. Their spirit is indeed admirable. 


At present, a lot of work needs to be done before each couple can have but one 
child. This work should not be taken lightly. However, work in the country- 
side is even more arduous. Since the adoption of the system of linking output 
with remunerations in the countryside, the work of family planning has entered a 
new phase and faced new problems. The majority of provincial, prefectural, 
county and commune party committees have strengthened party leadership in facing 
the new situation and new problems and adopted such new measures as “attending to 
two types of production at the same time," whereby the agricultural production 

is closely coordinated with population control. Instead of letting the work of 
family planning drift along, many areas have achieved new success and gained new 
experiences with increased production and lowered birth rate as the gratifying 
result. 


To control the growth of population effectively, continued efforts should be 
made to translate the spirit of the “Open Letter" into action, and to encourage 
every couple to have but one child. Therefore, publicity and education should 
be energetically carried out so that the whole party and people of the whole 
country will be more ideologically united. We must teach the people to bear in 
mind the overall situation and to subordinate individual and family interests to 
the overall national interest, and to practice family planning willingly. The 
policy of “attending to two types of production at the same time” for material 
production and human reproduction should be upheld. Regardless of the different 
forms it may take, the system of responsibility for production should be accom- 
panied by a suitable system of responsibility for family planning as well. Com- 
prehensive measures of birth control should be carried out with the use of con- 
traceptives as the principal means. 


The control of population growth is a strategic issue involving the overall 
situation. Party committees and governments at all levels should treat it as an 
important task requiring the personal attendance of the principal leading com- 
rades, while other leading comrades should also help keep up this task with 
perseverance. As long as the party committees at various levels take this 

work seriously and there is no relaxation of efforts on the part of all con- 
cerned, we believe it will be possible for us to attain the goal of keeping 

our population below 1.2 billion at the turn of the century. 


9411 
CSO: 4005/112 


43 





SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


TAN QILONG PRAISES PRIZE-WINNING LITERATURE, ART 
Taiyuan SHANXI RIBAO in Chinese 25 Aug 81 p 4 


[Article: "Literature and Art Should Uphold the "FOUR PRAISES" and Criticize 
Erroneous Ideas and Works"] 


[Text] At a meeting just concluded in Sichuan, held to award prizes for fine 
literary and art works, Tan Qilong, first secretary of the Sichuan Provincial 
Party Committee, spoke on the question of literary and art criticism and the 
question of criticism and self-criticisn. 


He said: "Literary and art workers should sing warm praised of the party, of 
socialism, of the people's army, and of the people. This is demanded by the 
people." 


Speaking of the catastrophic flood that hit Sichuan recently, he pointed out: 
"Hit by such an extraoridnarily serious natural disaster, people in the old 
society would inevitably have suffered disasters, with homes broken up, some 
[persons] gone away, and some dead. But today, thanks to the party leadership, 
to the socialist system, and to the people's army, the army and people throughout 
the province are united as one, fighting shoulder to shoulder. After the 
disaster, the public is reassured, the basic living essentials are ensure, and 

a moving scene--the restoration of production and the rebuilding of homes-~is 
seen everywhere. What should we sing praises of, if not the party, the socialist 
system, and the people's army?" 


He said: "Since the "gang of four" was smashed, literary and art creations 

have flourished and many good works have appeared, thanks to the implementation 
of the policy of letting a hundred flowers bloom and a hundred schools of 

thought contend. "But a very small number of people are disseminating incorrect 
ideas, writing bad works, and even negating the party leadership and the socialist 
road. Criticism and self-criticism must be launched against incorrect ideas and 
works, before there can be assurance that literature and art will develop in the 
direction of serving the people and socialism. Criticism should be aimed at 
helping those criticized, based on a desire for unity and on facts, and conducted 
by placing the facts on the table and reasoning things out. There are a few 
people who regard criticism as the use of the big stick. Such a view is contrary 
to the party's tradition of criticism and self-criticism." 


4h 





Choosing fine literary and art works through public appraisal began in Sichuan 
Province in October of last year. The party committees in literary and art 
circles took these activities as an important task in strengthening party leader- 
ship over literature and art. The provincial and prefectural writers associations 
set up appraisal and selection committees and adopted the method of combining 
leaders with the masses. From nearly 9,000 works recommended, 1,101 fine works 
were chosen, including works reflecting the fight waged by the army and people in 
Sichuan to combat the recent catastropic flood. These fine literary and art 

works uphold the political orientation and the four basic principles, successfully 
mold many moving artistic images, and vividly portray the practice of struggle 

to bring order out of chaos and to construct the four modernizations. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


WRITERS CONTINUE TO VISIT RURAL AREAS FOR INSPIRATION 
Enthusiastic Responsz 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 8 Sep 81 p 1 
[Article: "Going Down to the Grass Roots To Seek Creative Sources"] 


[Text] New and veteran writers from the capital and various localities are 
enthusiastically going to the grassroots. Some of them have created a great 
number of works that are being well received by readers. 


The well-known writer Ding Ling [0002 3781] has recently returned from her visit 
to the great northern wilderness. The 77-year-old writer revisited the base where 
previously she had been in the thick of life for more than 20 years. She was 
given a welcome there. 


Liu Shaotang [0491 4801 2768] and Hao Ran [3185 3544] have kept in close touch 
with the countryside. On the question of going down to the grassroots, Liu 
Shaotang said: "I am in favor of deepening the well. Upon conclusion of the 
present study program, I will proceed to the countryside and live there." In 
the last 2 years Liu Shaotang has written some 30 long, medium-length, and short 
novels which have direct connections with the life he tested in the countryside 
for more than 20 years. He said: "There are so many characters in my head. I 
know each of the 100 families in our Rulin village. If I want to, I can write 

a novel for each family. However, as the countryside is developing and new 
things are growing, there are some aspects with which I am not so familiar. For 
example, I am not familiar with the commune enterprises. From now on I will 
familiarize myself with new things and reflect the newly emerging industries and 
the people of the new generation. The veteran writer Guan Hua [4619 2901], who 
had lived in the countryside for a long time, went to Fengrun County, Baoding, 
and Shijiazhuang in Hobei Province last year and this in order to test life 
there. He grasped some important points of the production responsibility system. 
He wrote the novels "They Are Afraid of Water" and "Chuang Tai." The veteran 
writer Lei Jia [7191 0502] returned to the countryside in northern Shaanxi in 
the latter part of July of this year. He reviewed the history of the 1930's and 
met "second hometown" people dear to him. He exerted himself to do creative 
writing and published many works. Duanmu Hongliang [4551 2606 5584 5328] and 
Xiao Jun [5135 6511] went to the south and the northeast to collect materials. 
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Qian Xiaohui [6929 1420 1920] kept in touch with the "2-7 Locomotive and Railroad 
Car Plant" all the time. 


As proposed and organized by the Chinese Writers Association and its Beijing 
branch, Shu Qun [5289 5208], Li You [3810 3945], Gu Ligao [0657 0500 7559], and 
Gao Xiangzhen [2640 0686 4176] will visit the Lankao area [Henan]. Jin Jin 
[0093 6602], Deng Youmei [6772 0645 2734], Ding Ning [0002 1380], and Ge Cuilin 
[5514 5050 3829] will visit Shandong. Writers from Beijing and those of the 
Beijing branch of the Chinese Writers Association will be in the countryside 
for half a month and, at their discretion, may stay there a little longer for 
the purpose of doing creative writing. 


More than 50 writers from Wuhan have visited Gezhou dam and inspected the gigantic 
water-retention project. Some writers from Tianjin went to Yunnan and Guangxi 
and visited model heroes who had distinguished themselves in the counterattack 
for self-defense against Vietnam. They wrote a number of reportage items. A 
number of writers have built their life base in the grassroots. For instance, 
Hobei writer Li Mantian [2621 3341 1131] is now concurrently deputy secretary of 
the Zhengding County Party Committee. Liaoning writer Shao Hua [7300 5478] is 
concurrently deputy secretary of the party committee for the Northeast Oil 
Pipeline Administration; over the past 7 years he published long novels such as 
"Canghai Hengliu." Jilin writer Ding Rentang [0002 0088 1015] is concurrently 
deputy magistrate of Daan County; over the past 4 years he has written one long 
novel and is now writing another. Some sparetime writers such as Ho Shiguang 
[0149 0013 0342] and Ye Xin [0673 6580] of Guizhou are living among the masses 
and carrying on their creative writing. 


Military unit writers Xu Huaizhong [1776 2037 0022] and Lu Zhuguo [7120 2691 
0948] will live with company units for 7 or 8 months a year. On the basis of 
going into the thick of life, playwrights of Wuhan, Nanjing, and Guangzhou have 
created "Spring of the Company Unit," "Going to the North," and "Ideal Is 
Wonderful ." 


Reports at Writer's Symposium 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 30 Sep 81 p l 
[Article: "More Writers and Artists Urged To Go Down to the Countryside"] 


[Text] The Secretariat of the Chinese Writers Association held a symposium this 
afternoon, to which some writers who have returned from their visits to the 
countryside were invited to speak about what they have gathered and learned. 


Not long ago, the Chinese Writers Association organized some of the writers to 
visit Lankao County in Henan and Heze Prefecture in Shandong. These writers have 
now returned from their short visits. At the symposium they talked about the 
profound changes taking place in the countryside. They personally appreciated 

the correctness of the line and policies Laid down at the Third Plenum. Tney 
appealed to more writers, artists, and critics to go down to the broad countryside 
to understand the new situation and the new changes in the countryside, and to 
reflect on the new life there. 
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Literary and art critic Mao Xing [3029 2502] said: "While they are in the cities, 
people worry about this and that. When they visit the countryside to have a look, 
they are suddently enlightened. The production responsibility system in its 
various forms that has been put into practice since the Third Plenum has brought 
on rapid changes in Lankao County. In the past, Lankao was known as a poverty- 
stricken county, with strong winds and sand and saline-alkali soil. Many people 
did not have enough grain to eat and had to go begging in other localities. Now 
there are basically no beggars. The granaries are full of grain, and new houses 
have been built. For all the tortuous paths traversed, the peasant masses have 
firm confidence in the party leadership and the socialist road." Before he went 
down to the countryside, literary editor Zhong Yibing [6988 5669 0365] had heard 
discussions about the rural situation and had confused ideas in his mind. During 
his recent visit to the countryside, he saw with his own eyes the new changes 
taking place in the countryside and came to realize that the Third Plenum was 
indeed a turning point for our country, and particularly for the countryside. 

He said that a doggerel handed down in Laokao County speaks a lot. In the past, 
"dried potato chips were the main food and the chicken's rear end the bank." 

Now, “Steamed bread takes the place of sweet potatoes, and bachelors are 
married." Juvenile literature writer Jin Jin [0093 6602], who returned from Heze, 
said: "In the past, Heze was an area which devended on grain (resold by the state) 
for food, upon relief for money, and upon loans for production. Things are 
different now. The peasants’ income has increased and their life improved every- 
where, and there have appeared a number of "10,000-digit families"--that is, 
families with an annual harvest of 10,000 jin of grain and an income of 10,000 
yuan. The system of production responsibility has roused the peasants' 
enthusiasm. In the past, they could only say, ‘When the large river has water, 
the small rivers are full.‘ They dared not say, ‘When small rivers have water, 
the large river is full." Actually, without small rivers full of water, how can 
the large river be full?" Literary critic Miao Junjie [4924 0193 2638] deeply 
felt that the countryside is undergoing profound changes and that there is a 
pressing need for writers, artists, and critics to go into the thick of life in 
the countryside. "All those writers and artists who have the necessary require- 
ments must go down to the countryside to realize the changes taking place there. 
Juvenile literature writer Ge Cuilin [5514 5050 3829] said: "While in the 
countryside this time, I was inspired with enthusiasm. The materials collected 
are concrete and vivid, making me realize deeply that the Third Plenum's line is 
correct and is producing far-reaching effects. Every peasant family has bank 
deposits and surplus grain. All people--men and women, old and young-~are happy. 
Our literary and art work is not compatible with the excellent situation in the 
countryside. We should redouble our efforts to reflect the new life of the 
countryside. Cong Cong [5115 5115], the creative children's songwriter, had a 
question in mind when he went down to the countryside: "Is the production 
responsibility system a socialist system? Will there be a new polarization?" He 
told the symposium: "The facts I discovered in the countryside answer my 
question.” He expressed the hope that promising writers and artists will spend 
some time going down to the countryside to understand the countryside and to 
reflect onmore of the new changes taking place there. Veteran poet Han Yiping 
[7281 0310 5493], who is of worker origin, perceived in the countryside that 

the line of the Third Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee has not only 
enabled peasants to begin to become well-to-do but also improved the relations 
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between the party and masses and between the cadres and masses. Novelist Liu 
Poyong [0491 3134 3144] visited the countryside, and during his visit there he 
took particular note of the peasants’ clothing, food, shelter, and transportation. 
He said that from his observations he had gained a deep understanding of the 
excellent situation prevailing in the countryside. 


Writers spoke enthusiastically at the symposium, and many of them still had a 
lot to say. They earnestly hoped that the Chinese Writers Association will 
organize writers and artists through diverse means to go down to the countryside 
to breathe fresh air. 


Feng Mu [7458 3668], vice chairman of the Chinese Writers Association and standing 
secretary of its Secretariat, concluded the symposium by saying: "Turning 

toward the direction of life, of the people, and of the countryside and maintaining 
close ties with the peasant masses are glorious traditions of China's revolution- 
ary writers. We must restore and carry on this glorious tradition. The Chinese 
Writers Association will create conditions and adopt diverse methods for organ- 
izing writers, artists, and critics to go into the thick of life in the countryside 
and promote creative writing with the countryside as the subject matter. 
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